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AS THIS AUGUST EVENING COMES TO A CLOSE, A BREATH OF WELCOME COOLNESS MAKES UP FOR 
THE MERCILESS BAKING THAT THE SUN HAS GIVEN LONDON ALL DAY. EVEN PETER PAN, FROM ATOP 
HIS BRONZE PEDESTAL IN KENSINGTON GARDENS, SEEMS TO REJOICE IN THE ARRIVAL OF NIGHT. 


NOT FAR FROM THERE IN BAYSWATER ROAD, 
MEMBERS OF THE LONDON DIPLOMATIC 
SOCIETY ARE TAKING LEAVE OF EACH OTHER 
AFTER CELEBRATING THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR 
NEW GERMAN COLLEAGUE. 


Was?" Do you mean those ... 
those... Ach! Vat are they 
called again? | definitely 
drank too much, my friends... 


They're called Tedlly boys’ Idle 
hoodlums with no respect for 
anyone or anything. You should 
be careful. 


9 ; ore 5 
/ cd not realise how late it ves! | am goink to Goon, make fun of me! You obfiously hafen't met 
my vife.| vill cut across the park. It vill be faster. 


good telling-of f, Hans. a 


Ss 
a — Across the park? At this hour? 
My poor friend! Has the much- | 
{ 


get 2 good ...2 good... Ach! How do you say...? 


That's not very wise. Haven't you heard of 
those gangs of thugs roaming the area at 
night...? 


vaunted German authority fallen 
so low, then? 


PLFA handful of scally- 
Le abessed, the hi wat 

ink to scare me more than 
my vife! Let them come! 


Hello there, dadedy-o! Are you lost? 
We/ be nice and show you the way 
out... for the contents of your wallet. 
And your hat —/ like that too... 


Ach! Not 2 chance! an Va / don’t appreciate being forced ¥ 
} ee to get my Oxfords wet, caclaly-o. 


& ; =] ) 4 Looks like the toll just went up... 


se 


ee ET 


All right, he's had it. Let's j 
scatter. Meet me at the 
usual place tomorrow. |// 


have new tip-offs. | 


1 OXFORD clecus sion 


a 
_F 


/s this all you're bringing back when | tipped / EARLY AFTERNOON THE NEXT | 
you off about 2 ey ae of defenceless pe soe ) DAY, INSIDE THE LONDON — 
old cplomats?! Is this 2 joke? Le heel COUNTY COUNCIL CHAIRMAN'S | 


contact you when eh 
/ have spenehing __ OFFICE AT COUNTY HA 


Don’t be mad at us, my more within your 

a lf] summoned you here, gent/le- 
ac oe ae cf eee 9 reach. it’s Bocas this bathers is 
the number of | patrols, becoming 2 lot more serious than 
and the bourgeoisie ave a we thought. 
starting to be wary wee 
around Notting Hill... 


S/R ISAAC HAYWARD 1S JOINED BY 
CAPTAIN FRANCIS BLAKE, HEAD OF 
MIS, AS WELL AS GLENN KENDALL, 
CHIEF INSPECTOR AT SCOTLAND YARD. 


..Ever since the Notting Hill nes ig 
reports of attacks by gangs of Tedledy 

boys phe ie oy Sout they 
no longer concern only Jamaican or 


More and more Londoners 
are being assaulted. Listen 
to this: ‘Last night the new 
first secretary of the Ger- 
man Embassy wes ambushed 
in Kensington Gardens’... 
Can you believe that? This 
could turn into 2 clplomatic 
crisis! 


Some ‘highly placed peop/e’ 
are beginning to wonder if 
these attacks may not be 
hiding an attempt to desta- 
bilise British authorities. 
Which is why we're calling 


upon MIS and dlemanaling full 
collaboration between your 
services. We expect prompt 


Indian populations targeted out of 


results. Have | mace myself 
basic racism. No! 


clear, gentlemen? 


4 


The chief inspector and | have already successfully worked together,* 
Sir Isaac. We'll get our teams together this very afternoon. 


a 


P ‘ue ; ; } 
= M} You can count on 2a 
US, SIF. "| 
l Waa . ¥ pe 
y, Ni 
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Good Lord! It completely 
slipped my mind, what with 
the latest events. 


| thought we might walk 
there, but 1'// call a cab 
instead That! give you an 
extra ten minutes to get 


" 


“ais 

| ili 

: La 
ie! a - — 

is (EX = We are going out, Francis! To the 
1 @ Royal Albert Hall. Tonight is the 
premiere of the new prodiuction 
of The Merchant of Venice! Have 
you forgotten Sarah Summertown's 


invitation? 


LESS THAN 20 M/NUTES LATER, «AS THE MUSIC ANNOUNCING THE OPENING 
THE TAX/ ORDERED BY PROFESSOR OF THE FIRST ACT BEGINS PLAYING. 
MORTIMER STOPS IN FRONT OF THE mT 1c p= 
ROYAL ALBERT HALLS ENTRANCE... 3 = 


THE CURTAIN HAS JUST OPENED ON THE BEGINNING OF THE FIRST ACT AND A STREET 
OF VENICE, ALONG WHICH ANTONIO, SOLAN/O AND SALARINO ARE WALKING... 


E ne, p e 2) ia e XA 
eb Oy 
V4 ny 4 


WS, 


By A 
as IE 2V-¥ 


et the forfeit be nominated for an equal .The one of them contains my picture, Well, while | live Vi! ther thi 
pound of oor fat fer tobe cat find |) || prince: fou choose that, hen | am Coe eee ieee 
taken in what part of your body pleaseth me. yours withal. 9 9 


=a z. 7 m ES 

TWO AND A HALF AFTER THE LAST ENCORE, THE GUESTS OF THE GALA p My congratulations, miss. You 

HOURS LATER... RECEPTION MINGLE /N THE ROYAL RETIRING ROOM TO combine charm and intelligence 
J, SHARE THEIR IMPRESSIONS OVER A GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE. 


—/ see why your mother is so 


My friends, allow me to introduce my daughter Elizabeth 
McKenzie, She's finishing her master’s in English Literature 
at Cambriage. My only regret is that her late father, my dear 
Robert, is no longer with us to share my pride. 
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2 rT) 
Friends, may | introduce you to Wa/ter, Earl of Oxford, | A SARAH POLITELY OFFERS | CLAIMING AN URGENT MEETING, S/R WALTER Ll 
a great hnthosaast of the works of William Shakespeare! | HER HAND TO SIR WALTER H AVO/DS FURTHER PRESENTATIONS AND > 
Thank you, Loral Auchentoshan. That said, / personally wouldn't go CRE le Ue aL URRY RETREATS 


as far as to claim that these works were written by Shakesp. AND THE NOVELIST ARE BOTH Goodness! What the clevil got 
OBVIOUSLY /LL AT EASE. rt into that fellow? 


| clon’t undlerstand./ assure you it's the 
fiest time I've ever seen him behave in 
such 2... cavalier manner. 


It’s not your fault, my The ee 
. . Oxford Loalge is trying to 1, on the other hand, happen to be the 
ane ro against Wi The Earl of Oxford is t he current prove fate 2 1Scor province! president of the Willian Shakespeare 
will, | happen to be leacler of the self-styled Oxford- from Stratford-upon-Avon Defenders’ Society — its great rival — 
te he sole cause of this tans, who for almost 200 Geees could never have written such whose goal is to keep those very works 
ridiculous situation. have eames, with s dal ting a genius body of work as signed alive ... and defend their creator’s 
Le fF spcles that William Shai espeare by William Shakespeare. honour! As you can imagine, the Ear/ 

t e playwright never existed... | doesn’t like me very much... 


Shakespeare never 
existed?! How so? 


a4 
Jd 
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V 
| Vin, 
i , , With those gangs of Teds roaming around the park, 
I Now, please accept our apo/ogies... a No, clon’t worry. Actually | stayin ¥ : 5879. ' 9 lige are 
/ invited dear Nastasia for the accommodation above our Society's |) paige iyo wall alan is out of the question, ladies! 


Fl weekend so that she could meet offices. It's not far from here, in escort you. 


my daughter. | foresee many long Princes Gate. A short walk in the 
conversations that are boring for fresh air will clo us good after all 
men! this entertainment. 
m r ye No need, Sir Archibald. Two bodlyquards of the 
What? Surely you clon’t mean to professor and captain's calibre will be more than 
return to your cottage so /ate in Z enough. Than you for coming. Safe trip home. 


the day! 


THE SMALL PARTY WALK ALONG KENSINGTON | | ...AND SOON ARRIVE AT THE BUILDING aie WB Meanwaice, across FROM THE 
“ROAD TOWARDS PRINCES GATE... HOUSING THE OFFICES OF THE WILLIAM | BE ae OE ee Ee Sete 
"SHAKESPEARE DEFENDERS’ SOCIETY. The CabrANN DECIDE j CEA LURE a eh 


_ TO MAKE THE BEST OF 

THE BALMY SUMMER 
NIGHT AND SMOKE 

 ANICE PIPE. 
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Let go of me, you thug! 


| Holdon! | 
a si wy” 


¥ 


A Ne 


a 
Heeee/p! 


hs 
_ 
Francis! Look out! 
-~¢ 
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Philip! Go back to Park Lane and cal/ 
Inspector Kendall! I’// see you there 
after | try and catch one of those 


Right you ave, Franc scoundrels! 

C) i fear! 
\\ e- WA ( 
\ 
\ 


. 


Dammit, where is it? 


(\ 


cy 
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WELL AWARE THAT HE WONT BE 

ABLE TO INSPECT EVERY BUILDING 
“IN THE STREET ALONE, BLAKE 
“DECIDES TO DOUBLE BACK... 


Blast it! This one’s still 
pretty spry for aman 
of his age! 


We've had several victims claiming they'd been bludgeoned 
with canes that have animal heads. 


Hmm. This one appears somewhat too finely wrought to 
belong to a mere mugger... 


lel go to beal and sleep on it. 


—— 


| ame reere oc ccue« || ie Tay igh my American fore Peay Nena 
bl HOME OF THE MARQUIS STEFANO DA SPIRI. r : > RE Next to her, Sir Russell Winson and his wife Lady 


= With your permission, | will begin with a Penelope, who have come for the screening of 
Welcome, clear friends. | am delighted to round of introductions ... even though their new film at /a Mostra. 


have you as my guests here, in this family some of you have been friends for 
palace that hes seen so many noble visitors BY years. 


over the centuries. 


However, not 2// of you have met 
my friend Marcello Lamberti, a 
brilliant jeweller and watchmaker, 
and his charming wife Clara, a 


So you managed to avoid the 


Maria Verghe!*™* What are 
air traffic controllers’ strike? 


‘ou doing?! We're going to 
Tit! Hard to pre 


i TT 


Barely! Our flight was the 
/ast one to leave London. 


rea i 


SES oO ~ ~ ~ “ 
Engines at full reverse And finally, my friends Karl and Welcome one 
Sy soften the bk ow! t Eva tbe Wnoioe They too came and all. My 
race for impact! to attend the film festival ... before clearest wish 
. re . going to enjoy a second! honeymooi is that this 
in Tuscany. night will 
remain one 
of your best 
memories of 
Venice — as it 
will for me, | 
have no cloubt. 


| . h Al 


"LA MOSTRA INTERNAZIONALE DARTE CINEMATOGRAFICA — VENICE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL. FOUNDED IN 1932, IT IS THE OLDEST IN THE WORLD. 
**GOOD HEAVENS! 10 


In 
You were hoping we'd never forget this night — 
/ can assure you thet your wish hes been granted, 
my clear. 
mEoIn 
..and fortunately, no one was injured. | thought the mad stuff only happened in 
The police are bringing a tug to take Venice curing the Carneve/e!* 


peciiieed si Thank you, Salman. 4 Did you perhaps arrange for this 
rR That's a relief © ; accielent just to spice up your alinner 
‘ | i> 2 little, Marguis? | wouldn't put it 


NUNAASSNERERNERN) > 


| 


/ would never 
stoop to endlan- 
gering this ancient 
palazzo. It's over 
five centuries old, - . 
tpt aici " Where ~ II] / 0 not know, Marquis. The 
those insufferable be = i tug has teken the damaged 


ships full of tour- ship away, so It can’t be... 
ists clo, believe me. 


By Jupiter, Salman! 
What /'s this noise? 


Actually, the sound is CamIaG ‘rom inside - —— 
From he cellar, | would pd if f Hy OnGID 


Cr " oo ” J ee 
By the devil, you're right! | ch apologise, my friends, but | By / would Jove to see the cellars of such FI 
Let's listen carefully... | must es oof dine see what is so 2 palace! I’m coming too! 5 
5 — Inopportunely distrupting our SSS 


dinner. I'm far too intrigued not 
to follow! 


Bonggg! 


yy) ee ee) poet 


*CARNEVALE D/ VENEZ/IA — CARNAL OF VENICE. AN ANNUAL FESTIVAL FAMOUS FOR ITS ELABORATE COSTUMES AND MASKS. 
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MOMENTS LATER, THE 
MARQUIS’ BUTLER IS LEADING 
THE GUESTS TOWARDS THE 
CELLARS AS THE SOUNDS 


DOWN AND FURTHER DOWN 
INTO THE SUB-LEVELS, WITH 
THE VIBRATIONS RESOUND- 
/NG INCREASINGLY LOUDER 


Ah! Here's my sommelier. 
Wel} Gino? Do you have an 


exp/anation? 


Goodness! Have you notice. 
The sounds have stopped! 


OF THE BELL CONTINUE 
THE/R GRIM LAMENT. 


ah 


SUDDENLY, AFTER A PAUSE OF 
SEVERAL SECONDS, ANOTHER 
TOLL OF THE BELL RINGS OUT. 


-—— 


patience and humility’ 
Grapevines have been 
cultivated on my family's 
lands for centuries. 
Perhaps an ancestor of 
mine wanted to point out 


the essential qualities 
required of @ winemaker. i 


**EXCELLENCY, MY LORD... 


/N THEIR EARS, SOME OF 
THE VISITORS’ EXCITEMENT 


BEGINS TO FLAG. 


Agatha Christie woule! have given 
anything to be here with us! 
/ counted the tolls. The first nine 
were closer together than the 
last two. Just one more and it 
will bear a striking resemblance 


/t’s coming from there, 
Margulis. From just 
behind the slab, I'd 


I'm not sure | like Fi} Come now, Cariita! 
this escapade any | } We're in no dan- 
more, caro mio*. ger. Give me your 
hand. 


..the twelve beats the 
French use to start 2 


ER 


Bonggg! 


That sera, the sounds of the 
bell were clearly coming from 
behind the slab. That's rather 
surprising, isn’t it, Gino? 


Sy Ecce/lenza.** Technically, 
there shouldn't be anything 
behind this wall... Except 
the foundiations that plunge 
into the neighbouring canal. 


*TRADITIONALLY, FRENCH THEATRES ANNOUNCE THE BEGINNING OF A PERFORMANCE WITH A SERIES (OFTEN NINE) OF SHARP RAPS OF A WOODEN 
STAFF ONTO THE STAGE, ENDING IN THREE SLOWER ONES JUST BEFORE ad RISES. 


You were right, Gino. It's coming from behind the slab. 


ane , : 
What cles this sentence mean, Marquis? 


QUI, LUQMO IMPARA 
LA PAZIENZA 
E UUMILTA 


7: para 
mila TES 


i 2 A Pe 


Ll = Kpreterpkkrrecee,.. 
|. | ON Le ; 


/ suggest the ladies go back 
upstairs to walt for us. This 
expedition might prove more 
dangerous than anticipated... 


There's a space back here. 
Salman, we need torches. 


I'm scared, Mar- id Calm clown, 


any further! 


S S at 
SN JS SS 
Ec“) 


There's no way I’m goin 
back, Sir Russell! lite 
7} This is all too exciting. 
I'm staying too! N 


Good heavens! So this is where the sounds came 
‘rom?! A bell rung by some sort of clockwork 
mechanism ... just like the one that opened the 


rane! What's the meaning 
of this setup?! 


WHEN THE MARQUIS 
AND H/S FRIENDS, 
HAVING DESCENDED 
SEVERAL FEET, COME 
TO ANOTHER SECRET 
CHAMBER, THEY ARE 
THE FIRST... 


| Come, dear. We'll go and have a : 


ttle pick-me up in the library 


Allow me to escort you, ladies. 


| Here are the torches, 1 
Marguis. 


We//! Let’s see what’s 
hiding behind this slab... 


while our friends play explorers 
cello, | won't go carling. f i") = ! I'm too old for such antics. J 


There 2 spiral staircase here, Marquis. 
Perhaps our questions will be answered 
further clown. 


Let's jom the others in the library, my friends. 
Hed We're ai/ ‘going to need that a 


IE 


2) 
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, fi Venice, 25 August 1632... Dear friends and The prize will be the discovery of the truth about 
Please excuse the quality of my eminent ieitans of our Mind Gamesters the great William Shake-Speares. Whoever among you 
manages to bring together the three keys of knowledge 


Pansies My Latin a become o brotherhood, with the posthumous blessing 
somewhat rusty over the years... of my friend and brother from Stratford, jf shall have access to the supreme reward ... the unpub- 
1, Gughelmo da Spiri, have invited you tonight FB lished play from the ‘Double Master’. Once you have 
to participate in one of our bouts of mental FF succeeded in this quest, you will understand why | must 
Jousting for the final time. | protect my family’s name, forever hidelen behind that 
of Wilham J. 


1 wish you @ happy investigation, ¥ That's all the letter says. The leather satche/ contains 
my fainds, and may the best men ] what seems to be the beginning of an autobiography. 
win! We will meet again in another 
worle, one that | hate will be to our 
taste and where together we wil/ i ae 
the most subtle among you to the celebrate the man who honoured This is strange. Your ancestor wrote this letter to 
first key and the second part of me by calling me his Fair Lord. Your ¥ guests of his time who never received it. Why is it 
the story. So shall it be for the humble servant, Guglielmo da Spirs, revealed to us so long afterwards?! 
third and last part. Marquis of Venezia.’ 


What's truly incredible is that it mentions ; [ aa é ng 
Shakespeare and, if | unclerstood correctly, sik hal ca wie ate he 
*pisy Vilas in aesthetes, the ‘Mind Gamesters’, whose 
y ——I My ancestor was equally pas- members regularly set intellectual! 
| challenges for each other. He's also 


sionate about sciences and the arts. The 

works of Leonardo da Vinci were as fasc/- remembered for having mysteriously 

nating to him as that of Aristotle or Galileo. 4 disappeared in 1632, the day after 
‘i 


‘ : 


ee] 


Yes, that’s it! The testimony of my ‘Every invited guest came, but the 
ancestor's butler. He recounts how, master remained absent. Even | didn’t 
that evening of 1632, Guglielmo da know where he was. That evening, a mild 
Spi’ had invited the members of earthquake shook the Serenissima*. As 
his brotherhood to a sumptuous the marquis still didn't show, the visitors, 
feast here, in this very palace. worried ebout aftershocks, decicled to 
return home...’ 


a 
AM 
i 


’..and/ no one ever 


heard from Marquis 


Guglielmo da Spiri 
again’ Sf, 
4 


eo 
<<] i 


ew 


a Dc | 
[ An earthquake, you say? In that 
1 b case, | may have an idea about 


what happened... 


— 7 


Gil; 


Why not? The mechanism seemed to be ingenious and built with 
quality materials, which, in an atmosphere preserved from damp, 
wouldn't have degraded over the centuries. 


/ believe the clockwork © The tremor probably caused 
mechanism we saw was minute rock falls that blocked 
built to function on a the mechanism... 
timer. Lets assume that 
your ancestor wanted shock caused by the ship 
his guests to find what Ly colliding with the palace 
we discovered tonight. s tonight released it — over 
He wound up his clevice three centuries later?! 
R ... but hed no way of 
H planning for the earth- 
quake! 


/t sounds like we have 
a technical exp/anation. 
That leaves one question: 
what shal! we do with 
that ‘testament’?! 


a We need to find a specialist! The name Sarah Summertown springs 
Bon Shakespeare... to mind. She's president of the William 
Shakespeare Defenders’ Society, and 
/ often consult with her when one of my films makes a reference 

Ufa to Shakespeare. 


a - 


by a 
cnn 
Ue. call ie Ay 


/ insist on being informed of the outcome of this 
adventure, my dear! 


stion, 
Sir Russell. Could you cal/ 
her tomorrow? You can 
explain the situation and 
te// her that | wil/ be 
sencling my butler. Salman 
will bring her these new 
documents in person. 


and something of an adventurer. The press f 
mentioned her recently after she returned 
from Africa. 


Sarah Summertown. Archaeologist, novelist TR = 
\a\ | | I | promise, my friends. For the moment, though, 


|} / believe we have al/ had enough excitement. 
These documents are going to spend the night in 
this desk, and we ...in our beds! My people mill 
show you to your rooms. Goodnight, all. 
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/ think | read something about that, yes... 
| 


i ( | 
| 


| 
»y 
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You're wasting your time with that letter /'m warning you, | know 
opener. The lock on that drawer I's old but how to use this. | advise 
quite sturadly. Come here and show me your you to... 

face instead... 


Salman? Join me in the 
library, please... Yes, now. 
No, cdlon’t worry about 
changing... 


Ah! | think it was 
in this magazine 


Sarah Summertown. 


Writer... and righter 
of wrongs!’ Yes, this 
was it. Let’s see... 


‘Back from Africa 

with, as a trophy, the 

most wanted villain in 
the world! That's her 
tncleed. But... Well, 1'// 
be! She knows him 

too?! What 2 coinc/- 
dence... Yes. 


Yes... It’s him | should cal 
PN 


..then go back to bed. Tomorrow 
youll take the first train to 


..S0 ‘a like you to post two men on London. | won't feel safe until 
guard at the coor unti/ tomorrow... those clocuments have left the 
palace. 


Who... /s some- 
one there? 
Hil 


Hmm... It‘ be wise to make t) AND WHILE THE i y 4 4 | elerr von Richentaus? 7] 
M, | oy 
| PHOTOCOPIES. 


copies of all this before the (ARQUIS BEGINS MAKING | (| 
Goodness, young fellow! Is it NN 


morning. ae a ’ - 7 
=i mii. ji (oa One moment, such a crime to want 2 little 
i 4 ; aw Wye PRICES: snack in the home of Marquis 
, Wy al [ i | Da Spiri? Er... The kitchen is 
a : 


this way, right? 
as 


TS 

. 2 An excellent iclea. You honour me, Countess. 

ee fp es ised || S/eep well, and! have no fear. My people are 

Might Dream by our esteemed keeping watch... 
William Shekespeare? ] 


Or perhaps The Merchant 
oflenken since we're in 
your wondlerful city? 


Shit time though. Yl I'm sorry to bother you, m 
pol a Vdo& friend. 1, came to ps @ book 
apologise. that might help me sleep... 


i WW <= a ee et - pr 

THE NEXT MORNING... if 1 V4 AS PLANNED, S/R RUSSELL 1 . 5 

NV | WINSON CALLS THE OFFICES j That's eight Mr apie, On Ee 
/ hope you will remember our soirée fondlly in spite of everything. The 4 OF THE WILLIAM SHAKE- CV ERHNG PEND YOR INES EO SECIS 


° : , YES ; | in Londlon’s ainports continues... 
Chathams asked me to give you their apologies for leaving without Te A aR Bt Yes, with important clocuments... 


oper goodbyes, but Six Arthur had a professional appointment 
tary pf bie near the Piazza San fhe ne IMMINENT ARRIVAL. 7 Phe ve he ee irs Summertown know, 
x | Wil you: 


NL! 
Songs 


NI 


» 
=a 
m—. ; — : 


O Sim Russell Ye Here are the clocuments, Salman. Needlless to say, 1 could. take this second package as well, 
of course, Sir Russell, You / urge you to teke good care of them. And this | he rather than mailing it... 


pe Gow 7 ie is Te one must be posted immediately. 


arrives this morning. 


i 


HL 


Tut- tut. Just be 
very careful and 
ao as | ask.| have 
my reasons... 


MEANWHILE, /N A LUXURY 
HOTEL IN VENICE... 
Hello, London?... Connect me to the 
Oxford Loalge. Yes, in Belgrave Square... 


a 
i 


1 —  — 


AANNAAANN, 


Al 


f 
: 


PRRUARIED 


Good Lore! If this i's true, / need someone both 

it leaves us very little time... unscrupulous and with 

Apprentice, have my car sufficient culture to be 

readied. able to follow such a 
trail... Yes. 1 don’t see 
anyone e/se but him. 
The problem being that... 
We7// see. 


Hmm... This is incleed very 
interesting... Yes. You were 
absolutely right to call. Keep 
abreast of events. /// take 
care of the rest... 


Ty | SS 


e 

yj a 

NN HE /MMEDIATELY PLUNGES INTO LONDON'S ...OF THE NOTORIOUS 
MOMENTS LATER, SIR WALTER N TRAFFIC TO HEAD TO THE DECIDEDLY LESS WANDSWORTH PRISON... 

N POSH NEIGHBOURHOOD... 


LEAVES OXFORD LODGE. : 2. 
|b —<+y = ~ 
SA NN \ 
N Avae PISS i 
It’s all right, James, | won't need you | he yy s ee wi | 
todlay.|’m going to drive myself. S$ “ 
a 


Ea 
ell 
= 


rr 

: = HT HT 
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- a 1 
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So, this is the infa- | I | 


mous ...Colone/ |, on the other hand, know enough 
Olrile! ebout your past history and network 
Here, and make sure we have the 7’) of henchmen to offera... highly 
visiting room to ourselves for at : ’ : profitable mission. If it is completed, 
least half an hour. ' \ are, it/ allow you to pay for your escape. 


Interesting. Well, since you're 
here, | might 2s well listen to 
you... 


My name is Walter, Ear/ of 
Oxford. Delighted. 


/ wish | could say 
the same, but | clon’t 
Know you... 


19 


E DEPOSITING MARQUIS That's him. Go get the car. 

VENICE ARRIVES IN LONDON... |B ees | meet you at the taxi 
| | | ft You're as good as 
there already, sir! 


WASTING NO TIME, THE BUTLER LEAVES THE STATION. 
zl i 
gy 


: 
mh 


a 


. 
Wis 
ad | 


OS [paar 
| /MMEDIATELY, THE TWO MYSTERY 35 No sign of a bobby. Go for it! 
NN MEN PULL OUT AFTER THE TAX)... — 
NX, , 
NN Get readly to put the pedal to 
the metal. We'l/ need to act as 
soon as possible. 


naIS 
Y 


Lord almight; rie = 
devil just happened?! To Wanelsworth —and hurry 

up! The senior guard gave us 

i , 5 unti/ 10.30 p.m. Otherwise 

| The clocuments! Maria Vergine, the boss won't have the cloc- 
this is terrible! . uments unti/ tomorrow ... 


and we'll get an earful! 
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Mr Spike? I'm Salman, Marguis Da 
Spiri’s butler. 
Please po 


fellow me. Mrs Summe: 
town /s waiting for you. 


My goodness, young man! 


That's quite a story! Con- 
= sidering the situation, | 
suggest... 


trust... /’m going to call the 
captain immediately. Heil! have 

| the originals sent to me as soon 
| as he gets them tomorrow... 
| Yes, of course. The moment 
| / know something new... Gooed- 


/ was about to ask. .Yes, | think | understand, 
Marguis. Thank you for your 
i 


SUCCINCTLY, STEFANO DA SPIRI 1S BROUGHT UP TO DATE. 


Hmm. | see... No, don’t say 
that, Salman. This isn’t your 
fault... Very well. Let me 
speak to her. 


/ eae to check 

4 something impor- 
ai But first of 
all... 


The captain? He's not here, but he 
shouldn't be much longer, and... 
/ see... Why clon’t you come over 
with your visitor? We'l/ wait for 
him together... Excellent. |'// see 

you ina bit, then! 


mT y | 
iin | 


Your employer gave me a quick de- 
scription of his discovery. What's 
incredible is that these events have 
occurred precisely this year...and 
at the end of August too! 


What do you mean? How is the 
date relevant to any of this? 


That's all there was, boss. Can't make 
head or tail of it — it’s all gibberish... 


a OF course you can't, fool! It's Latin. 
/'m going to read this tonight. Come 
back tomorrow morning first thing. 


Come on, lads. Let's show that blackie he should have stayed in 
Notting Hill and make the ladly pay for the bad! company she's 
keeping... 


A greying lady and a 
I'm afraid we're stuck pes ed vine bo go to 
here for a while! work, Dickie! 


You can count on us, 
milord. 


What in the...? If these are hooligans, 
they'l/ get a piece of my mind! 


? y i] 
; sl feck Rad pale Cagieh ter: ioe dlance lessons aa not a 
i Je it righ place in front of my house. On 
el y Scud a the = pms if you con't 
nm 


Don’t stop, you idiots! : J 
We need them! Take the woman's scarper right now, I'// happily 
handbag! /et you sample a few Scottish 

traditions. 


there, my lad! 


Oi! Let's dance, blackie! 
We'l/ teach you how to... 


No, David. Call Kendall and ask him 
to have the parks surrounded, even 
though |'m afraid it’s already too late. 


Hold on to my arm and let's go 


insidle, Sarah. Mrs Benson will 
prepare us 2 tonic. 


No need to bother 2 doctor at this 
hour, Philip. | already fee! much 


better. 


You need to put ice around 
the ankle, Leave it to me! 


Lg 


winiier “ 
my 


= 


Goodness gracious! 
Philip's undler attack! 
David, with me! 


Excuse me. May 

/ have 2 look at 

this cane, mister... 
lister.../ 


Salman, sir. Here, 
it’s all yours. 


SOON, SALMAN RECOUNTS THAT 

STRANGE NIGHT IN VENICE, AS 

WELL AS THE ATTACK ON H/S 
CAB IN LONDON. 


The car was 2 big blue Fora, and 
the man who stole the briefcase 
had 2 strong American accent. 
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We 
Scai 


‘re done! Scatter! 
tter! 
} a 1 


By Saint George! Hold on, Philip! We're 
jose two again! coming! 


I'm Marquis Da Spivr's butler. He sent me to 
meet Mrs Summertown. 


Stefano Da Spiri! | knew him very well, 
although we've lost touch since the talks 
between the Allies at the end of the 
Second World War! Do come iin. You can 
te// us your reason for being here. 


NEXT, SARAH ADDS WHAT SHE 

LEARNT FROM THE MARQUIS 

BEFORE THE EVENINGS LATEST 
7 


This all seems to be taking on 
disturbing proportions for a 
‘simple study of a historical 
text’, no matter how rare and 
interesting it might be... 


Shall we pursue them, Captain? 
\\ 


/'m afraid, Philp, 
that this isn’t 
merely about an 
intellectual joust 
between scholars 


Last night at the Roya/ 
Albert Hall, | mentioned 
the old rivalry between 
Stratfordians and Ox- 
fordlans. Well, now | need! 
to give you a few more 
details about that... 


| Originating in the 19” 
century, the negationist 


theories became popular 
in 1920 with the publi- 
cation of John Looney's 
Shakespeare ldentipied. 
This assigns the author- 
ship of the works to Ed- 
ward De Vere, 17% Ear/ 

of Oxford. 


And that brings us back to the 19” 
century, and to 2 striking moment jin 
Lonelon’s history. |’m sure you've heard 
of the ‘Great Stink’ of 1858? 


Summer was exceptionally hot that year. The level of 
the Thames lowered considerably. Soon, the smell from 
the stagnant waters became unbearable. 


A member of the team 
sent to the tunnels that 
ran between the old Globe 
Theatre foundations and! 
the south bank of the 
Thames found 2a smal/ 
coffer in the mud, left 
by the drop in water 
level. 


Towards the end! of August, 
chief pea hahe deca 
Baza/gette, inspecting 
the various objects found! 
in the pipes, was intrigued 
by the coffer and opened 
it Inside he found a mys- 
terious, short handwritten 
ae signed with 2 simple 


Looney considered that a 
provincial from Stratford 
could never have had such 
an astute and far-ranging 
knowledge of European 
cultures, and even less of 
the world of nobility, as 
was necessary to write his 


plays. 


spread of cholera, commissioned 
Joseph Bazalgette, chief engineer 
of the Metropolitan Boaral of Works, 
to effect 2 thorough cleaning of 
the sewer system, followed by its 
overhaul and extension. 


That same evening he took the 
piece of parchment to his club 
and showed it to his friend! Lord 
Lupus Sandfield, 2 fabulously 
wealthy member of London's 
real estate scene and renowned 
collector of ancient books and 
manuscripts. 
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You have to admit that it's a remarkable 
state of affairs. Especially at a time when 
the vast majority of people never travelled. 


We could debate the quality of 
education at the grammar schoo/ 
young Shakespeare attended in 
Stratford... But we must focus on 
another aspect of this whole situ- 
ation — the financial one... 


Dozens of $lushermen’ were 
sent into action. Their job was to 
remove or flush away everything 
that might block the flow of 
water in the pipes. 


| /ve read that text so often that | 
can recite it to you from memory! 


i 


Wien ; 


\ 


‘Guglielmo, my Fair Lord... How heartbroken | was to 
learn that you had been forced to leave. When will you 
and my sweet Dark Lacly come back to me? In case we 
are fated never to meet again, | entrust you and the 
Serenissima with the task of leaving to posterity our 
last play, along with the truth about us Shake-Speares.’ 
And it’s signed... 


Sorry, Sarah, but you cid 
say ‘us, Shakespeares’?! 


with a hyphen between ‘Shake’ and 
Speares’ It so happens that this spelling 
is the one that appears in the first edlition 
of his sonnets, published in 1609. / have 


= is Here, ook! 
i) 7 
} 7] 
\ | 
| ff 


a facsimile... 


ae ut 
DX y = 
a ae 
= mat : E aa 


Everything said in that letter 
coincidles with the contents of 
the few historical documents 
available to historians. And 
let's not forget that the coffer 
was found where the Globe 
Theatre stood before it burnt 
down on 29 June 1643... 


..the very day that 
this message was 
written and possibly 
placed in the coffer! 
A fascinating collection 
of coincidences. 


Another crucial clue: the letter in 
the coffer was intended fora Fair 
lord’. The same Fair Lord that 
A Shakespeare addresses in most 
of his sonnets! Not to mention the 
Dark Lady’ to whom 26 sonnets 
are dedicated! 


One thing i's certain. This 
letter tells us that in 1613 
there existed an unknown 
play by the Baral! We named 
that mythical and still-elusive 
document The Jestement 
of Witham S. But | haven't 
finished my story... 


(4 


es 


Diy 


rasass 
..and the Oxfordlians of the Temple of the Oxford teen 


Two societies in particular Each side manoeuvred to establish its truth within acadclemic 


By the end of August 1858, when 
Lord Sandfield found himself in 
possession of the mysterious letter, 
the Stratfordians and Oxfordians 
had already been engaged in 2a mer- 
ciless struggle within London's high 
society for almost half a century. 


ER 


a4; 
Jay 


were waging a bitter war. 


The Stratfordiians of the 


William Shakespeare De- 
fenders’ Society... 


and literary circles... 


Va 


y v : 


\ 


= 
Thvewot lore lupus SanctivelelcLeiends On 30 August, he sent HH The two men came to Lord Sandfield's clubat the & 
Laoha gf aly yong killed, ce ee ce | sini anecee Padbstiohe to appointed time and day — four o'clock, 4 September. 


cluels that pitted the rival societies against Earl Francis of Oxford im nest 
each other. He then had an idea to stop } and Sir Douglas Pulteney, By Saint George! | thought this club was open only 
such an absurd waste of human lives. leaders of the enti- and to men of culture! 


pro-Stratfordiians res- BT 
pectively. More insults?! Well, here’s a glove that'll... me 
“1 as ene ITH [aad 2 x 


Gentlemen! Please cease at once! 4 


2 ae Fae 


After showing his two guests the documents 
recovered from the sewers, Lord Sandyfield 
exposed — and imposed — his peace plan’. 


The gentlemen of Lonalon 
have had quite enough of 
your ridiculous conflict. So 
you're going to listen very 
carefully! 


In exchange for your mutual promise to never 
fight 2 duel again — 2 bindling promise for your 
descendants too —/ vow to donate the sum of 
£100,000 to whichever of your two societies 
will first succeed in bringing absolute and 
written proof of the real authorship of William 
Shakespeare's works. 


../n conclusion, here is the agreement 
that | am asking you to sign today, before 
my solicitor Mr Gilbert Bridges. 


= That was well played on the part 


This offer will stand for a of Lord Sandfield.| imagine he was 
undlred years 2s of today hoping a century woule be enough 


at five o'clock, on condlition 
7 ip prota: we to bury old hatreds once and for all. 


The two societies vowed to 
respect the pact, and from 
that day there was never 
tsa bid ysis between aes 
cape Mags . members. However, no tangible 
weet it. sincerely hope pee of whotalmde ae of 
Shakespeare's work was founc! 

either... 


/f they don't, or a century passes without proof, the 
offer will expire and the money will go to my heirs. 


rise WA bas night, when both this i rife and If I'm not mistaken, the offer will come to 
yographical account surfaced in Venice ... h ¢ 
2 on ‘hate nickname he Serenissima’! eniendl at pele clock this U september. 


. j 5 Well, as it h th f 
Not to mention that the letter and text | Af bp me inborn and Phat he 
were written by a certain Guglielmo Da... ‘ fj should be wary. He told me on 
Spiri...— the same first name asthe one | . the phone that Salman was only 
mentioned in the 1858 manuscript! carrying copies... 


And you're as aware as | am of today’s 
date: 29 August 1958. And it’s almost 
midnight... There's very little time left! 


, - . ; Here. Any mail addressed to MIS 
He mailed the originals clivectly to his Is delivered by special courrer as this envelope came 
/ 


old! friend in British intelligence... To soon as it reaches Londlon./ brought Italy... 
you, Captain! You should receive them what | clidn’t have time to ae. at oensy 
at your office tomorrow morning... i ae office with me, and | do believe 

f {Be that... 


Effigy... Effigy... The key is in that word. Vy 

ld fake my life on it. But no portrait of So the ‘effigy’ would refer to... 
Si ees wes ever macle while he was Yes! Of course! 

alive... 


i Goodness gracious! This 1's it... Bone pthc AN GE Be arg fe i is sted Mr Bridges? This 1s Sarah Summertown, 
The original of Guglielmo da ce pent le iri SS tha clicovervin oncede ee, president of the WSDS. | co apologise 
Spiri's letter... anc the first their image and the 5 s pateonclitiee 7) thet wel be For calling you so late but I'm facing an 
Fatah a oe autobiographical a disaster for the worla’s cultural henitage. extremely urgent situation... 


Let's start by contacting the 
solicitor in charge of the file. 
| beleve the of fice of Bridges 
and Son is still in existence. 
Consiclering our time frame, 
/ think you should call him right 
away.// give you a hand. 


Good. Let's wait until morning. I'l! ask 
Mrs Benson to prepare a couple of 
rooms. It be out of the question for 
you to go out again tonight. 


./t would be best if you came to see 
the original documents at my office 
tomorrow morning... Yes, eight o'clock 
Is fine. 


Yes, Loreal Sanclfield. | must see My financial future, you say? All right, a Hic financial future?! This calls 


ou urgently. Ideally tonight. This y 
x pati ome ix one hs Taha, at once. /// let Jasper know... 
/ assure you. 


for close observation... 


Good evening, Jesper. I’m sorry for keeping you up so late. |~ THE SOLICITOR WASTES NO TIME IN 
aeons [ead evening Jasper.l'm sorry for keeping you up zolate. || lle SOLIGTOR WASTES NO TIME IN 


THE SOLICITORS TAX! That's all right, Mr Bridges. Lord Sand field i's waitin FROM SARAH SUMMERTOWN. 
ONLY TAKES A FEW (for you in (i office. 7 Hi 9 ROM SARAH SUMMERTOWN... 
MINUTES TO TRAVEL . 

FROM GROSVENOR 

SQUARE TO HYDE 


PARK GARDENS. ..end, having checked, | must conclude 


that the offer remains entirely valid. 
At least until this 1 September at five 
o’c/lock precisely. 


Well, Mr Bridges, | hope you're not here to te// me that my 
finances are cloing even worse that | thought! 


Maybe not, my lore. Maybe not... 


..a// of this to remind you of the origin of and reasons behind ee ancestor's 
AS THE TWO MEN DISCUSS FROM INSIDE A NARROW I bequest... However, the will also contains a key clause that could restore your 
THE SITUATION, A THIN SECRET HALLWAY IN THE: finances entirely. Listen... 
WOOD PANEL /N ONE OF OLD HOUSE, THE SPY 
THE WALLS SLIDES OPEN HEARS EVERY WORD OF 

SLIGHTLY. THE CONVERSATION. 


Should | ce before evidence is 

found, | ask my descendants to 
respect my wishes until the end 
of the hundred years. That sara, 
the decision to honour my dlecision 
will vest only with them, and each 
one will be free to either retrieve 
the reserved sum or to confirm the 
terms of this will with solicitors 
Bridges and Sons.’ 


This is uneguivocally clear, my lore. lf Jos choose 
not to prolong the will, the money will revert to 


immediately. In which case, all F ‘.../ ask my clescendiants to respect my wishes...’ 
tedoms Wold. aa al al alia 4 Lord Lupus isn’t responsible for his heirs’ bad 


financial lack.| shall therefore uphold his will That's it. It's clear 
and the family’s honour. The matter is now now. The old man's 
closed ... until five o'clock on 1 September. gone totally mad! 


It’s all right. | tried to get y 
and... My ankle... ae 


Don’t worry. They'// both be 


here soon. 


Thank you, Philip. While we wait 
fer them, I'm going to give my 
daughter 2 call. 


/ read in the papers that Lord Samue/ 
Sandfield was currently having some 
financial cifficulties...? 


Indleed. But last night, in his home, he 
formally approved his ancestor's will, 
which he intends to see respected. 


Then you must stay in bed until the doctor's 
seen you. Salman will keep an eye on you if 


MECESSAMY... 


/'m also calling Mr Bridges 
to ask him if he can come 
to us instead. 


The professor's right, 
Mrs foo Watkin 
in your condlition will only 
make things worse. 


..Further compouneled by 2 torn ligament. 
wu by nde or her to stay in bedl for at «And, having checked, | can confirm 


weeks! 


The words ‘sense of honour’ 
are as meaningful as ever 
to Lord! Sandfieldl... Which 
isn’t the case with the 
new generation. His son Is 
rather more difficult to 
pene if you know what 


30 


that Lord Lupus Sandfield's will is still 
valid until five o'clock on 4 September! 


Hmmm... By the way, how much are we talking about in 
toclay’s money? 


Taking into account the 
Judlicious investments madle by Bridges and Son as 
well as the interests accrued over a century, we're W 
looking at 2 sum of... 


Ss 
| did think of that, Philip. Which is why 
: oo. One problem at 2 time, though... I've just asked! my / also thought of yo! 
This Lore Sandifield is a true daughter Elizabeth to take over this mission from a ’ 
i it 
F i 


gentleman. If we find the me. She has the necessary skills. 
clocuments iin time, well find a 
Financial arrangement that'l/ 
take his situation into account. 


Don’t you think it could prove a dangerous 
adventure for that young lady? The attack 
on Salman has proved that... 


SARAH SUMMERTOWN HAS NO TROUBLE 
CONVINCING HER OLD FRIEND MORTIMER 
TO TAKE HER PLACE BY ELIZABETH'’S SIDE 
TO SEARCH FOR SHAKESPEARE LOST PLAY. 
TO HER, THE PROFESSORS EXPERIENCE AND 
COURAGE, COMBINED WITH HER DAUGHTER'S 
SOLID KNOWLEDGE OF SHAKESPEARE’S 
WORKS, WILL MAKE THEM A FORM/DABLE 
TEAM. 


That U/ be Elizabeth. / was so sure of your 
a support that | took the liberty of | A 


| possibly abandlon you end your 
‘ her t . We con't h dt 
charming daughter? cn tacoma: Ween tinalers secone ke Right, let's start by teking a look at that ridelle 


lose. 
Be that concludes the first part of Guglielmo da 
Spiri’s autobiography. 
/ won't be of much further use here, y 


Captain. // return to Venice on the i 


morning train. : 
/ stuched the text last night. 


Of course, Salman. Have a good trip, and Readling the last sentence... 


give the marquis my best! 


abel) to si text, ae hunt for ane 
te wi 4th, locuments will take place in severa, 
scale eG rhe "aie ech oe hs oe stages. | believe the first of those will be 
the basics. in Stratford-upon-Avon in Warwickshire. 
Which is where you'l/ be going this very 


morning... 


.. believe | found the Neen Listen to me, and try to get your 


fret ead to follow. PRISON... 


31 


q ITS PAST NINE O‘CLOCK ON THE MORNING OF 30 AUGUST 
5 WHEN ELIZABETH MCKENZIE’S AUSTIN LEAVES OXFORD 
BEHIND TO CONTINUE NORTH-WEST. 


| better stop for a while. Reading 

in a car doesn’é agree with me. Actually, Professor, | know 
ge * ttle better than you 
think... 


We sti// have some time before 


arriving in Stratford. You should 
2 How so, young lady? {> 
ae 


Not at all! My mother remembers you as 


a perfect gentleman. So would |, Professor. We'll have 


That's better! Your mother’s esteem is very aioe j dean oe oo 


Jmportant to me, and I’ be honoured to gain , | 
pecans, Elecabeth 5 and I'm delighted about it! 


My mother told me about how you 
met iin India, and the short romance 
that followed. As well es your recent 


reunion in Africa” 


Oh? Well... 1... 1 hope that didn’t 
make you ... uncomfortable? 


It says: ‘Listen to me closely, my friends. / have observed the gaze . . . 
of the effigy of Stratford's genius. And behind his pupils, deep And so ‘behind his pupils, 
insiele his head, | have seen the first of three keys that will lead dleep insidle his head’ could 
you to the /ast tragedy.’ mean literally ‘inside the 
sculpture’s head’ It mekes 


Speaking of our mission, 
please would you reread 
the riddle Guglielmo left 
at the end of the first 
part of his story? 


My mother believes that the word ‘effigy’ could refer to 


Shakespeare's bust in Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. 
That sculpture is the only recorded effigy from that time. 


17'S NEARLY NOON WHEN THE CAR 
REACHES STRATFORD-UPON-AVON... 


This ’s the house where Shakespeare was 
born. I've visited it many times. There are 
no paintings of him at the time described 
in cla Spiri’s clocument... 


TT Ih 


Al os ( 
jeg 


oa 
=o) jue! 


Yes, | remember now! 
Some claim that he had! 
manuscripts buried with 
him and wanted to 
protect them. 


Wee 
ee | 
Noe ee ee eal 
Shakespeare's bust! That's it! His effigy... 1 


Someone's... 


aaa a 
” “4a 


Ove. s 


ee 


Se 


§ = tombstone — the one with the famous = 


SSS = = 
Re ...nor is there a portrait engravedon his 
mystery lovers. 
oo acs ae 


| probably learnt it in school, but if you 
could refresh my memory... 


epitaph that has entranced so many 


ae | 


] The tomb is at the back, 
in the chancel. 


Shhh! Did you hear 
that? 1) ad 
% NY SX 
\ 


Shakespeare himself had these words 
engraved: ‘Good friend, for Jesus’ sake 
forbear to dig the dust enclosed here; 


blessed be the man that spares these 


stones...’ 


oor... Come on! 


um behind this J 
S85: 


= 


You should be all right — |n other words, Salman's attackers got 
it cloesn’t look that bad. A couple of tourists came. They asked! a here first. They had the same idea we 
What happened to you, where Shakespeare's bust was, and had, but came away empty-handed. 
Father? then one of them aimed a revolver 5 
at me while the other climbed onto 
2 chair to... tip it onto the floor! 


Lord almighty! It’s terrible... Which also brings us back to square 


one. The riddle alludes to an effigy 
that existed at the beginning of the 
4% century. But we aren't aware of 
any other then this one... 


The sculpture shattered, and 
they kept hammering at the 
head with a candlestick. Then 
those madmen took a close 
look at the pieces and swore 
angrily. When they heard you 
come In, they knocked me out. \ 
/ just came to... 


ec de you Lf it any help, there's a night train | Sorry, Father, but we have j 
Uf it isn't in Stratford, then the ae ees to Venice thet leaves to leave you. 5 
answer to our riddle must be in this evening. | know because my DSSS SRE TAG 


Venice — /’m convinced of it. We ? 
hevetogoandns he paluzeo brother took it lest week. 


7 - 
( Our only other clue 


is that mention of / 
the Serenissima... | 


ee 


of Marguis Da Spiri. 


—— 
—— 


Excellent suggestion! lf we 
/n Venice?! Aren't you forgetting call Blake's hell Look ous 


\| Don’t worry about it. Ana! 
if you get your hands on 
those Americans, send 
them to me for penance. 
I'd love to have 2 word 


tickets and then hurry, we 
that the air-traffic controllers’ y , p ° 
af fi cen still make it. wikthenl 


strike Is still on ... and that time 
the essence? 


A ee rm Se 


1\ 


attackers ... who drove 2 ‘big blue car’... like the one Things just got more complicated. 


Wait 2 minute — dliel you say Americans?! Like Salman's Did you see him? That was Mortimer! 
/ need to talk to the boss. 


/ saw as we arrived... 


..On the contrary... The good 
professor is going to help 
you with your investigations. 
Follow him to Venice ... and 
while you're on the train, 

Stop when you see a gas station. check whether he or his young 

Well give him a call. partner have documents we 
don’t know about. 
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Look on the bright side. There 
were only a handful of tickets 
left, and you got two. 


You're right, Sarah. But 


Remember that uncovering you know me. | can’t help 


the historical truth is more . 
: Es but wenting to beat our 
important than the financial perpen to the punch 
aspect of this whole case or —especially if they happen 
staying within its attendant #6 Ve Hihone tH re 
deadline. Enjoy your trip and! , 

the charming company in 
which I'm leaving you. 


Still! We're wasting valuable 
time because of those strikes... 


Don’t worry... After all, the 
air-traffic controllers’ strike 
applies to them too. 


T 


Ss 
ES 


| propose that we teke time to 
settle in and then meet in the 
alining carriage. 


Very well. 1/ bring ca Spiri's 
cfocument. We can go over it 
again and who knows, maybe 
well find new clues... 


hx 


[ ] ‘For the attention of future _| 
Now that we have time, could you generations, here is the real 


translate Guglielmo da Spiri's text story of the great Shake- along with his brother Giulio, heir to a rich 
for me? I’ never be able to do it Speares... femily of Venetian merchants. As part of my 
myself. |’ve quite forgotten what education, he had sent me to England to stay 
hittle Latin | learnt in my youth. with one of his friends, Sir Alexandler Hoghton. 


‘My father, Marguis Alessandro da Spiry, was, 


LL | 


WITT! 


1 be glad to, then... 


Ls || 
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1580, | met William Shake. 

On the recommendlation of Johannes Shake, 2 prosperous glover 
his former schoolteacher and alelerman of. Stratfo af, and! Mary 
in Stratford, William had Arden, member of the local gentry. 
Just entered Sir Alexancler's | 

service as a schoolmaster 


Tez ; a 
Tw. 
This was where, in April Vike nies he a Ap Scere hie if ri tongued young man. We soon became fast frien 
a ne 
peas] 
7) 


and was staying at Hoghton 


N Tower. 


‘I was fascinated by science end arts, whereas 
he loved only to sing and play the clown. Not that 
he didn’t put 2 certain elegance into it, whether 
in gesture or words, for 2 rough provincial. 


ESS p> poser pacers 
i ‘apart from both being passionately fond of the ; 
Hf} ‘Like me, he had just turned theatre. Like him, | would see stories unfold in my head From the oll. Italian legend of 
sixteen. Back then, and at first that were far more enthralling then any we were given |: Romeus and Giulietta to the Ger- 
glance, that wes the only thing the chance to watch... | manic saga of King Horwendii/, 
we had/ iin common...’ ae — ‘| murdered by his brother Feng, 
1 e =| / mace end trave/ the 
infinite roads of a culture he 
had never known. 


he Eas 


‘Unfortunately, my position as 2 noble and heir to the family’s 

siness would not let me take these aspirations beyond mere 
alreams. | would find solace in telling William all the stories I’ 
heard during my trip across Europe, from my native Venetia to 
the Northern Kingdoms... 


——  ~ 
Waiter, please! Absolutely every detail Fascinating, incleedl! 


mentioned by da Spiri 0 go on reading, 
stories with his own characters comroborates the meagre please. 

and turns of phrase, until they | Do you realise, information gathered by 

became magical! And so would Professor? historians. 

life go on at Hoghton Tower, | 
happy and carefree...’ 


Then he would reinvent these 


Then my father ordered me to return to 
Venice. lt was with 2 heavy heart and the 
hope of quickly coming back to my dear 
poet that | boarded the ship. 


‘Imagine my surprise when, visiting Stratford 
the next spring, | discovered that the merry 
youth | remembered had become the glum 


After his stay in Hoghton, William 
he ancl amplagean with a 
solicitor near Stratford. There 
he had indeed learnt to polish 


husband of a certain Anne Hathaway — 2 
oetinetly wanpre gipiameiet yeanceieer I his skill at playing with words 
, FE ... but also with hearts. 


‘Five years later my father 
passed away. | inherited half 
the family fortune. When | 
proposed to Uncle Giulio that 
/ should! go and represent our 
business interests in London, 
/ also inherited a new-found 


ki \ nN freedom. 


“William told me of his incliscretion and of how this 
Anne had entrapped him with the oldest weapon 
in the worlel, When | saw him again, his daughter 
Susanna wes almost two already, and twins Hamnet 
and Judith had just been born. My friend was 
bored/ to tears in that life — that much was obvious. 


‘A short while later, the troupe of 2 certain 
Ferdinando Stanley came through Stratford, 
and William became ear entranced 
while watching the performance. 


Another thing quickly became 
obvious: Anne Hathaway took a 

y very dim view of my influence 
upon her husband who, at my %& 
side, appeared to find anew 
appetite for life... 


Do you see? This testimony finally explains 
how a young English provincial had access 
to all those foreign sources and culture! 


And so, the next morning, William Shake 
left wife and children to go to London 
and perform King Lert, The Troublesome 
Reign of King John and other famous 
works that would /argely inspire our 
own future plays.’ 


WLS 
lage 


1 can still hear my friend: “It’s settled, 
Guglielmo. | have but one life... and it isin 
2 theatre that it will find its true meaning! 
Tomorrow I'// be leaving with that troupe. 
Loneon awaits... Anal if you so wish, Lonclon 
awaits us both!” 


Most of Shakespeare's plays were | E The main question was always knowing | This all ld like nothing better, 


inspired by ancient tales. There wes how the son of a small provincial seems to pls ecially bere i ihe 
nothing shocking about such bor- tradler could have hed access to a// indicate BPOUEEO 4 Resse 
rowings back then. The times were the cu/ture necessary to write such infamous ast Y sap of 
still steeped in oral tradiition. It a richly documented bodly of works. j Shakespeare's Iife! 
wasn’t called plagiarism — merely 

‘bringing back into fashion’. 


Here’s the answer. 
It was thanks to his 
friend Guglielmo da 
Spiri! 


‘ Yes. We know absolutely nothing beekhe W Lined iit ti I 
7 4h, pe we ‘ind it in Z 
about the author's life from ..Well... 1t stops with this Venice... If you pee ‘*t mind, Let's not lose heart, 


; . / 
ed deg dive i ctatenentntheyom || Bl Imgogte int dive pong eel ee 
has become a cons laa of a riddle: ‘Listen to me inimy exbint Venice will bre us 
closely, my friends. | have = 


sraploneaht infortnateh, NA LN carer be gee th ee 
saa a al ff igy of Stratforals genius. / of it 
And behind his pupils, deep | . ; 
insiele his head, | have seen 8 
the first of three keys that 
will lead you to the last 
tragedy’ 


OST 


i 


) 


—m 1 
You'd better not scream... 


Don't try anything funny, 
gitly. Just hand he al/ 
the clocuments about... 


Wait a minute, steward! What Is...? 


ry alLleg 


a, | AEN es 


Sst 
Elizabeth?! |... 
20) ae oneow/aN 


You /out! I’m going to teach =P 
you some good manners! 


] JAM 
Mi 


Yes, yes... Don’t worry 
ebout me — go after him! 


i | SS SOS AT TA 
Wis 


AW Al 
gil 


5 


He's not going TIVE, 
here... p Without the moustache, and with 

el bee LEAS sunglasses on to hile the black 1 
scoundrel must have thought we had ys (aac altel recogni tas: 

more information than he clic. No cocuments 


for him — but 2 good karate lesson instead! 


Yeah... We//, no need to be 
overzealous! Fro, 


Ww on, 
You've clefinitely full of . es just ae them and /et 

ou're definitely full of surprises, t ind the st . 
young lady. S. Mh elon’t open your sects es Sang 
door for anyboaly unti! | come for 
you tomorrow morning. 


5 Who are you? : By Saint Gregory! 
4, By Saint George! Jasper, Vee SEEGLY: 
1'm going to call what all cis rallabctect! 


By Saint Augustine stay 
calm, Jude... Dial 999... 


Maybe the flanky knows the combination to the safe. 


| cloubt it. And if the solicitor had time to call the police, 
wed better scarper! To hell with old Sandfield's will. 


AROUND 4 AM. THE POLICE HAVE JASPER DESCRIBES THE ATTACKERS... 


ARRIVED, ALERTED BY MR BRIDGES we 

AT THE LAST SECOND. ..Goodness! And you 
Keen sense of observation you have ( have no idea what thei 
there, Jasper. You were probably motives were? Breaking 
dealing with one of those gangs of : into private property 
Teddy boys that have been plaguing isn’t normal behaviour 
London /ately./ need tomakea | } : for those Teds... 
phone call. f EN 


He was lucky. You were right not to move 


i him until the ambulance arrived. 


You're right, Captain. 
Perhaps the solicitor 
can give us more details 
when he comes to. In the 
meantime, he's just been 
sent to hospital. 


THE NEXT MORNING, THE TRIP HAVING 
; asta! CONCLUDED WITHOUT ANY FURTHER INCIDENTS, 
This home invasion Is THE PASSENGERS OF THE LONDON EXPRESS 
decidedly unusual... ARRIVE AT SANTA LUCIA STATION IN VENICE. 
And at Mr Bridges’ 
of all places... It's high 


time | have 2 closer 
look at the known Miss! Professor! 
associates of everyone 


involved in this case. 


= 


———l 


Avant,** Roberto! ! 


That'// be the twenty-four coats : \ Zz Lasy, Freddy! Our hotel isn't 
of varnish applied to Honduran , 5 ) | xt from the da Spiri palace. 
mahogany that has been aged - 1 S j Wei// find them again soon 
fer ten years in the hangars of ki R 

Sarnico. This is no mere boat, Miss 

McKenzie — this is a Riva™. 


"LEGENDARY HIGH-END BOATBUILDERS IN SARNICO, NORTHERN ITALY. 
"*LETS GO! 
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FOR THE YOUNG WOMAN, IN VENICE 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, IT’S A MAGICAL 
BOAT RIDE... 


THE 


MASTER OF THE HOUSE LEADS 


HIS VISITORS TO THE SECRET CHAMBER, 
WHERE THE DISTURBING DUMMY 


right than you 


know, 


friends... 


AWAITS IN HIS GLASS PRISON. 


It's ... fascinating! 


It looks like the 
/ock is linked to 
some sort of ... mechanism... 


A self-clestruct mechanism, yes. 
Leonardo da Vinci had already 
created similar systems, and it 
Is sald he was a regular guest at 
the Palazzo da Spiri... 


Wr) 
y 
: 7 | f 


Sy) 


dear 


Guglielmo! 


..THAT ENDS AT THE DOCK 
OF THE PALAZZO DA SPIRI... 


ee 


My ancestor's letter 
mentioned three keys 
to be found. And yet 
there are on/y two 
keyholes. 


..es the answer is perhaps in 
this very room! In this library, 
whose sculptures were madle 
by the hand of my ancestor 


/ imagine you'd like to see 
‘the cage’ right away? 


According to Marce//o 
Lamberts my watchmaker 
friend, the contraption 
Is clesigned/ to ensure the 
destruction of the paper, 
should the lock be picked 
or broken. 


Perhaps a single key 
will in fact fit both. 
We'// worry about 
that later. | think we 
can go back upstairs. 


These busts represent important 
figures of science or letters 
during Classical times. All but 
one, whose identity has long 
been a mystery. Now that you've 

made me think of it, though, 

it could indleed be... 


i 1S eB 


Thank you for your 
we/come, Marquis. 


Your visit is an honour for me, 
Professor Mortimer. 


l 
Bes 


Indleed. Every second 


| «WHERE THE MARQUIS HAS COME TO GREET OUR FRIENDS. 


counts, as you Know... 


AFTER HALF AN HOUR OUR FRIENDS HAVE 
FINISHED RECOUNTING THE PROGRESS 
THEY'VE MADE IN THE/R INVESTIGATION. 


We know of no authenticated 
portrait of the author made 
in his lifetime. But if the word 

‘effigy’ means ‘sculpture’, we've 
already ascertained that the 
bust in Stratford wasn’t it. So 
we thought that the solution 
must be here, in Venice... 


He looks younger, but ... 
there's no cloubt! This is the 
same face as the Stratford 
bust. Shakespeare! 


Plaster copies?! Of course! Those are 


; Indleed. It’s not hollow. Wait a minute! M; te the ones we need to see! 
4 = bi) pactine| heer — a ae puede capiera | re 
a 2 insiele that head! — ‘be- sculptures. They lay forgotten P is st clelight ful 
ine ates i ‘he hind his pupils’. in the cellars iP the palazzo Vi hh Mabie Harms fal 
y oars for centuries. A few years ago her home. A prior commitment 
oe | clonated them to my friend prevents me from going with you, 
Peggy Newgold for her private but /// call ahead to te// her 


museum. you're coming. 


This 1s all wonderfully exciting! Ah! Dear absent-minded 
Don’t worry, dear. I’m going to Stefano forgot to te// me 
meet them right away and show something! 

them that bust... 


gx Ze 


HIS FRIEND. 


WHILE THE MA, 


.And according to the 
professor, the mystery 
of the glass cage could 
be partly unravelled at 
your place, thanks to one 
of your plaster busts! 


moe ee 
OM! It’s Abigail, carting! 4 Your place?! That is rather | think | just called the TAN HOTEL A STONE’ 
How ate you? Ae it hephons unexpected incleed!!... Yes, right person ... at the THROW Gore ae PALAZZO 
things ave speeciing up here... of course... But only if right time. We must : 

Yes! Stefano is sending me you promise to keep me contact our man in 

some friends of his who are informed... I’m count: ing Venice. Quickly! Hello? Yes, sir... OK... 
continuing the investigation. on you, my dearl... Yes! Yes, / wrote clown the 
And you'l/ never guess where Arrivedercii* m7 7 adldlress. We're already 
it’s led them... Hil i on our way. 


*GOODBYE! 
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MEANWHILE, ELIZABETH AND 
THE PROFESSOR HAVE ARRIVED 
AT THE HOME OF THE WELL- 
KNOWN ECCENTRIC B/LLIONA/RE 
PEGGY NEWGOLD. 


This plaster copy is rather light. 
Part of it cou be hollow. ? 


Could what we're looking for be | h= = 
hidden insicle? How to be sure? a] 


It's just @ copy, after all! 
aT re | 


Signy) Pay) 6 


That's it! 
: part of Guglielmo da 
Let’s go open it! Spini's story ...and 


The suspense is 
killing me! 


a key! 


Go ahead and read it, 
Elizabeth. Remember 
that we only have about 
30 hours left. 


‘lf my uncle ever learnt that | associated with 
an actor, our beautiful freedom would be we// 


and truly over. 


We hed! set up 2 hidelen cache in the Globe Theatre's 
external foundations where we could leave our 
messages and arrange our meetings discreetly. 


Rats! That black butler again! We'll have 
to go around the back... 


From 1585 on and for many 


years, life passed like a dream, 
albeit in extreme discretion. 
William performed in the 
greatest theatres of London 
and, when | wasn’t travelling, 
| had! my uncle senel me money 
to cover both our rents... 


‘It wes around that time that 
we had this fabulous idea. The 
classical repertoire, devoid of 
humour or witty repartee, felt 
terribly boring to us... 
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‘London was 2a city where 
everything wes possible. In the 
anonymity of a crowed, we could! 
tice in harmony without anyone 
paying attention to our very 
different social backgrounds. 

But we still neecled to be care- 


ful... 


a = 


= —— 
gether, we would write our 

own plays!’ — 

SS ae ee oy 


../7/ bring you my knowledge of 
exotic tales and courtly games, 
and you, with your talent as a 

storyteller, will write texts that 
will move audiences to tears! 


You read me /ike an open 


book, my Fair Lora! 


x A 
* 


‘William wanted us to sign our 
work jointly, but it wasn’t really 
feasible. 


By] /t would mean the end of my 
freedom, and I'd have to say 

| goodbye to my uncle's money. 
But | cdo not care for fame, 
G anyway. Al/ thet matters is that 
P=} our plays meet with success! 


= 


Ss 
7 


ben ee 


RS 


‘Later, once his fortune allowed 
him to do so, William even went 
so far as to have his name modi- 
fled on some of ficial documents 


I 


William stared at me for a long 
time, then declared that he 
would now cel! me his “Wistful 
Hero”. And 2s “Guglielmo” wes 
the translation CA “William” 
and my name, dla Spiri, couldn't 
appear publicly... 


‘he decided to play 
with the words, so that 
the name William Shake- 
Speares would be etched 
on people's minds 2s the 
unique author of our 
Joint work. 


So there's the hidden truth. 

Wilham Shakespeare was ... 

two people behind 2 single 
body of work! Incredible! 


And soon, after | commissioned 
some sonnets in order to pay him 
without injuring his pricle, my 
dear friend not only dedicated 
them to me, his “Wistful Hero”, 
but also signed the collection iin 
our new name. 


That also explains the 
strange spelling of his 
name on the collection 
of sonnets, and that 
dedication to the mys- 


concerning him: he had my part 
of the name added. That way our 
works woule go clown in history 
without anyone being able to 
separate us.’ 


terious Mr WH. It was 
meant for his Wistful 
Hero’ — Guglielmo da 
Spirit 


What else does the text 
say? We have to solve the 
next ridedlle, quickly... 


Between 159% and 1596 came the plays 
Romeo and Juliet, A Micsummer Night's 
Dream and The Merchant of Venice... Then, 
tn 1603, James | succeeded Elizabeth | and 


our two writers became court favourites. 


As we know, the Lost Years 
were rich in creations. In 4594 
the great popular successes 
began: Henry Vi, Richard Mh... 
And the following years were 
even more prodiuctive! 


There followed 
more masterpieces: 
Othello, King Lear, 
Macbeth, to name 
Just the most fa- 
mous ones! 


Ah, but this is 
new... Listen to 


this, Professor! 


She instantly captured William's heart, and just as 
‘In 1608 | returned from guickly became his muse — the “Dark Ladly” of his When my uncle learnt that Ornella 
2 brief trip to Venice with later sonnets... and | hed a distinctly unconventional 

relationship with William, he ordered 


Ornella, my Uncle Giulio’s - 
daughter that he had Tek a me to return to Venice forthwith with 
asked! me to chaperone in my cousin, on pain of cutting us off. 


London. 


‘Ornella kept finding new excuses to avoid returning to 
Venice. And so, early in 1613, her father eventually sent 


2 spy to Lonalon. 


The threat also extended to our dear poet, rs [ 
Sick at heart, we obeyed the “29 June 1613. My dear W, for your safety 


whom the spy had! described to the marquis 5 
as “a disreputable character and a bad command without arguing. as much as ours, Ornella and | are leaving for 
influence”. i Meet aah time ieages Venice this very night, alas. / am taking our U4 
; in ing p z f = i 
the Globe Theatre, 4. Ph sid latest play project to keep it safe. 
./ must ade that should you refuse, your the following... 
thespian friend’ too will fee/ your uncle's 


‘We were thus forced to board the ship 


“Af you read these lines, leave us one ‘But when, that evening, | went to see if ; without knowing if our beloved friend 
d had found our goodbyes.’ 


last message in the we . 1 will try to William had left en answer, | arrived to 


come andi take it before we depart. ‘ind the Globe Theatre ablaze! Fireworks 
Take good care of yourself, dear friend, ng set the thatched roof on fire. 
resp ns assured that we shall come 

ck! 6.” 


The Globe Theatre did indeed burn to Hive 
Thi' ems that Willi. 4 | That's right! The author of the note 
/s confirms that William | the ground that evening, and the metal ol exp reser his hope of seeing his friencls 


wes tn fact the author of the x ° P el 
note found by the Thames ie maces weoreo tad heer see 
Hlushermen in 1858. He did until its miraculous reappearance in 1858 censiveritoiGugileline snd OnnelieGo on 
find the gooelbye note on 23 during the Great Stink. 

June 1613 and left his answer 

in the hicling place as agreed. 


on 


\ oecae 


Two years went by with ‘But in early 1646, Ornella’s he i, re ee 
jag ark sie a father's in turn passed away. Another that he was letting 
Vd got back to sculpting, This time we were free from | : himself clie of boreciom orn 
ee snes tie super vision/oy- ou 7a my We didn’t even take the time 
From memory. once and for all. We immedii- 

ately set sail for London... 


IN 


KS 


‘In the house he had purchased, y And the text ends with this \ a) 

New Place, we found our friend / strange sentence — which is = The truth about a playwright 

lying in bed. When he saw us, i probably another ridedle... JX cannot be told but on set. And 

a smile came to him that seemed / - what finer set than that of the 

to erase all his pains. He asked his 7 Fe ancient theatre resurrected for 

wife to leave us alone...’ li v3 : the cursed lovers? Friends, the 
= key to success is to humbly knee/ 
before the glorious arches. 
Between the two /ong stones, not 
even the slimmest finger shel] 
pass’ 


Let's see... What could be the 
‘ancient theatre resurrected 
for the cursed lovers’? 


4 fora start, knowing who c 


those ‘cursed lovers’ are 
t would help... 
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There’s a plethora of lovers in Yes, of course! The lovers of /'m not talking about those tourist traps, 
Shekespeare’s works! Verona! And what is it you can { but about the famous arena —the Romen 

find in Verona? amphitheatre. Destroyed by an earthquake 
in the 12 century ... it was restored 
during the Renaissance! 


| read that you can visit the supposed 


houses of Capulet and Montaiqu... But 


no one knows if those places existed in FP ' a i 
Shakespeare's time. AQ a A 
NE ee 
Lc | A 
Perhaps, but two of them remain far 


better known than any others... Romeo ine ) Hence the line: ‘the ancient theatre 
and Juliet! - : resurrected’. By Jove! You're right! 


And if the ‘key to success’ refers to Theve isn’t 2 moment to lose. 
one of the three keys mentioned iin What's the quickest way to | clon’t believe we've been introduced, but the way 
the first message ... it works! H get to Verona? you came bursting in suggests you have never been 

H taught proper manners. 


7 
b As for the glorious arches of the 
riddle, you can't miss them — they 
make up the entire structure. 
You'll have to find! out which ones 
are meant. 


/ see you're still 2s good at meking big speeches as you ave 
I et solving peldllas Professor! cach 


MX 


"SEE THE MYSTERY OF THE 


/ need 2 few hours’ head start on you. 
SF Loe] 
R~ ) oe 


You recognise me. I’m touched... 
especially like to thank you for your 
brilliant deductions — they're going 
to save me a /ot of time. Now if you 
wouldn't mind turning around... 


Start the engine, driver! Take us 
somewhere we can rent 2 car. 


/ hope you'll forgive us if we don’t 
stay for tea, laclies. We have some 
urgent business to deal with. 


=y <x 
— 


How are you feeling? Not only did we give those gangsters the answer 
ar to the second riddle, but we also gave them several 
A couple of aspirins should hours hese stare! 
obo the trick. 


Whether those villains clecided to drive to 
Verona or take the next train, | can help you 
catch up with them... Salman will take you 


to my garage. f 
J a 


| A 
a 


= 


/ suggest the first caron { Thank you for everything, P : 
the left shit you goin. I Mrs Neseele One he isi Hols ! My friened, Countes. Call Captain Francis Blake at MIS 
With that be ali you Fell anyone about us Ke gd of Chobham called wate in Loncion. Tell him what happened 
. ¥, S leh i itak vinton ou? y" Abigail of Chatham, called me to and ask him to investigate that 
yi hr tod efore anyone ng YOU! see how | was doing, anc... Yes, | Countess of Chatham. 

else! ail. | told her you were coming. 
Me? But | only got word Surely you con't think that she 
that you were coming just could have warned those...? 


Tl 


You can count on me, 
Professor. And be 
careful, my friends! 


Loa 
— 


€ 
: 


S 


.- WHERE THEY DISCOVER ANOTHER SIDE 
MIKES OURCRIENDS TO THE. i 
TAKES OUR FRIENDS TO THE OF PEGGY NEWGOLD’S COLLECTIONS. 


DOOR OF A VAST HANGAR... 
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WHILE MORTIMER AND 
ELIZABETH ROAR TOWARDS 
VERONA /N THEIR POWERFUL 

FERRARI TESTAROSSA... 


.../N LONDON, FRANCIS BLAKE HAS JUST BEEN ON THE PHONE 


TO PEGGY NEWGOLD. 
Lee 


A problem, 
Captain? 


That was a friend of Professor 
Mortimer’s. She gave me avery 
strange testimony. 


Davie, could you discreetly 
took into the Countess Abigai! 
of Chatham? I'd like to know 
who the real person is behind 


the Count’s wife... 


Also, clo you have the copy of 
Lord Lupus Sandfield's will and 
the report on his descendants 
/ asked you for? 


Here they are, 
Captain. 


HAVING SWALLOWED UP THE. 
80 MILES BETWEEN VENICE 
AND VERONA IN RECORD TIME, 
OUR FRIENDS HAVE ENTERED 


ON THAT 34 AUGUST, THE 
YEARLY OPERA FESTIVAL 
DRAWS A DENSE CROWD 


Wit-woo! C20, be//a*! 
ll love to take you out 


) / 
fora spin! himself, for starters! 


A gentleman doesn’t speak to a lady l 
that way, young man. He introduces 


THE ANCIENT CITY. 


| wasn’t acldressing the 
young lacly, Signore, but 
ws your magnificent 

Ferrari. 


Ha! Ha! Ha! I'm not entirely 
certain that makes it better, 
but at least it's funny. No 
cloubt about it — we're iin 


TO THE FAMOUS ARENA. 


Ban: 
i 


J / . 


/ suppose | was 2 bit abrupt... 
By way of apology, |'// buy all 
your letter openers if you show 
us a quicker way to the arena. 


Des 


J 


=— 


= zr 
L 


AND, TEN M/NUTES OF 
INVALUABLE SHORTCUTS 
ATER... 


Bk 


Nt 


Sane 


a 


Oh! My scusy, stgnore*... 
My name is Luigi. 


Remember Guglielmo's words: ’... 
Friends, the key to success is to 
humbly kneel before the glorious 
arches. Between the two /ong 
stones, not even the slimmest 
finger shall pass.’ 


: Ww) 


SS 


The mortar is old and hardlened. 
[t's crumbling... There’s an empty 


space behind... Yes... can fee! 
something! Hl 


The two ‘long stones’... 
| There! 


=~ ss { 
—— ee 
Let's see if that young man’s letter 
opener will do the trick... 
I 


According to what th NOW SWALLOWING THE MILES 
ccorading to what the The PWolene F25) 1 W SWALLOWING THE MIL. 

boss told me, it should : pelea 4 4 This rie BETWEEN VERONA AND VENICE 

apy fis aac Darn it! That's impossible! ee ies ani jsterays4 IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. 

— Howicoulel ney. Ravens ( uneducated henchmen. |! see 

g you again ... in Loneton! Philip 11 admit that leaving that note wes 

Mortimer’... rather childish of me, but picturing 

Sharkey’s face reading it is such a 


pleasure! 


} And here's the second 
| key... This one’s made 
of silver! 


All right. But promise me you'll stop me if 


you get tired. lf they find that document, 


they/// come back tomorrow. 


We con't have much time to find the 
third. In the meanwhile, why con't [lig ; ; " Sin 
: "7g Get back to London and keep 


your eye on flights coming 
from Venice until 5 p.m. After 
that it won't matter an y more. 


you read out the rest of Guglielmo da 
Spiri’s manuscript? 


You morons!.../ really can’t count on anyone but 
myself! Well... At least the radio just announced 
the end of the strike at London's airports. 


' P , Ben Jonson? The other major playwright 
Where were we? Oh yes! Upon seeing us, as if by 2 miracle, of the time? 
Guglielmo en a Orn y /. i William's condition appeared to 4 = 


had just discovered a improve. Life came back to his ? 
eyes At that moment, another of | Nothing surprising there. Accoreling 


dying Wilham, lying in his frida A i 

is i frtennarnved one wien 7 to specialists, the admiration and 

Ue i y We friendship between Shakespeare 
ea! 1 and Jonson was quite genuine. 


bed! in Stratford... 


Ooof! Another four You're absolutely exhausted, Professor, 

inches and... and it’s almost night. Since fate clove us 
to this hotel, let's make the most of it and 
rest here. lf we were to be reckless, even 
for Shakespeare's sake, my mother would 
never forgive us! 


You are wiser than | am, young lady, 
and you're right. A good meal and 
2 few hours’ sleep will do us a world 


of good. 


‘With the complicity of Jonson, whom he 
thanked by giving him the publishing rights 
to our texts, William devised a rather simple 
plan. He was going to order his family to 
leave him to face death alone. 


‘Willam then explained his idea tous Yes 
— an idea worthy of one of our plays! Fam 
a He no longer wanted to let himself che. F 
§ On the contrary! He wanted to end 
Bh Ais life a free man, with us...and in 
i) Venice! 


AFTER FRESHENING UP, MORTIMER 
AND ELIZABETH HAVE ENJOYED 
A DELICIOUS B/GO/ CO’ LARNA* 
SERVED WITH A SUPERB BOTTLE 
OF BARDOLINO SUPERIORE. 


SESS 


ESS 


At night, Ben Jonson would bring in the corpse of 
2 vagrant that he'd buy from the guardian of a 
pauper’s grave. Heal wrap it in a shroud and place 
it inside the coffin intended for William — who 
|| would flee the house that same night... 


“after writing the short epitaph 
he wanted to see carved on the tomb 
he'd already paid for in the village 


‘William would ask his wife to leave 
the task of burying him to his friend 
Ben, so that his family would remember 
him as a lively andl smiling man. 


And so it happened... Whik 

And so it happened... While Pes Pe 

j his fi amily and friends be- 2 beer Sg) Are you serious? Shakespeare 
The i ext Was arts te id suffi fetal seca Galo 9 / Venice once and for didn’t die in May 1646? And 
ciently scary to dissuade anyone all..! he isn’t buried in Stratford?! 


from ever opening the grave — 
even those who might one day 
want to bury his wife with him. a i | 

With time, anyway, no one would! i Y. t Not according to this account, 
be able to identify the body... ASR I/\ | | | at least... Listen to the rest... 


In Venice, William went by the name 
Gilelo Trematr. We passed him off as 
2 distant cousin, and we had many 
more wonderful years together. 


That's it... Ben Jonson's dleclication in } 


| the 1623 First Folio! No one knew 5 
8 how the publishers had managed ¥i 
] to obtain Shakespeare's plays, 


eighteen of which hac never been 


printed. Now it makes sense! 


I'm impressed by the depth 
of your knowledge, Elizabeth! 
What then? 


‘But | was growing weary of /ij 
in soul pet esd In ee 
set to work so that | could ce 
while keeping my word... | h. 

@ clockwork mechanism to put 
together. 


fleet brought back 2 collected works of 


In 1623, 2 captain of the dla Spir/ merchant 
\ Shakespeare that had! just been published 


in Lonalon by Heminge and Conele//. 


The years went by, ha, 
and, eatehid Dies fy eee 
Ornella was the first to leave us 
in February 1630. The death 
of his Dark Ladly cast William 
into the clepths of despair. His 
health began to deteriorate 
and he seemed to /ose any will 
to fight. 


‘Now, in this summer of 
1632, it Is time for me 
to leave this world. ! shall 

entrust my life to sweet 

Cantarella and the truth 

of the works of Shake- 

Speares to whichever of 

my friends knows how 

to find it. 
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‘When we opened it, we discovered the 
dedication by dear Ben Jonson. It was a 
message to us; a simple phrase we alone 
could understand... 


Thou art a monument without 2a tomb, and 
art alive still while thy book doth live.’ 


‘A few months later, 
William passed away 
too. Keeping the promise 
that I'd made him, | 
secretly had his remains 
laid next to Ornella’s. 


Tonight, dear friends and 
members of the brotherhood, 
/ have invited you to dinner. 
My faithful Dino will ensure 
that you have everything you 
desire. Please forgive my ab- 
sence from the table... 


Two more years went by. With 
@ small group of friends of 
ality, we created 2 brother- 
that organised intellec- 

tual jousts. 


‘and | hope that the wisest 
among you will preserve the 
memory of the great William 
Shakespeare! May he succeed 
in putting his last play into 
words so that, along with the 
rest of his works, it will delight 
theatres of the world for al/ 
time!’ 


These pages corroborate the tes- ¥ 
timony that the marquis read to \j 
us yesterdlay — most likely the faith- ¥ 
ful Dino's. Do you remember? 


Yes. The dinner invitation for 
an evening iin August 1632. The 
absence of the host. The small 
earthquake that drove the 
guests aWay... 


Let's see... The reunited 
/overs’ must be William 
and Ornella. lf | heard 
you correctly, Guglielmo 
secretly had William 
entombed alongside his 


beloved... 


/ must confess I’m exhausted. It’s 
2 fairly long drive to Ravenna... 
Let's get a few hours’ sleep, as we 
have practically no hope left of 
bringing proof back to London jin 
time. 


The mechanism got stuck. Gug- 
helmo's guests were never able 
to play his planned game or 
investigate... 


..end the truth remained 
buried until the ship's collision 
restarted the mechanism that 
made the bell ring. 


Ornella da Spiri! Where 
could she have been buried 
ws tf not in the family vault 
of such an ancient an 
noble line?! 


Logical, my dear! We need! 
to call the marguis! 


All right. But we leave for 
Ravenna at clawn, You never 
know what helpful nudge 
fate might send our way. 
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the third key. There 
should be another 
riddle at the end of 
the text, shouldn't 
there? 


The marquis just confirmed F 


that since the 14” century, 
the da Spiri have had a 

)} family vault in the Basilica 
| of San Francesco in... Ra- 


To whoever reads these lines and 
will be caring enough to brave 
the dark eye that protects the 
reunited lovers: know that the 
last key of knowledge awaits 
at the gates of Hell, mn the last 
capital of a bygone world!’ 


Ravenna! The last capital of 
the Roman Empire! In other 
words ... @ bygone worle! 


And according to the 
marquis, it’s also where 
Dante i's buried — author 
of... the Inferno! It all 
Hits! We have to go to 
Ravenna! 


| admire your unwavering 
optimism. Just as | unclerstand 
the fondness and admiration 
that my mother has for you! 


Youm cultume and intelligence are 
matched only by your kindness, 
Elizabeth. Sleep well. 


i iA Td im oa wih 
A 
Wl P ~ stop! Look at ! s 
| Reman | ccececid |" ene 
| FERRARI ENTERS RAVENNA. | irovert By fate / believe! We still have 
k ; s @ small chance of getting 


fa 


I j 
| the evidence back in time! 
: | M 
. 7 


. And this should be the 
| feel moved... Can you imagine? dark eye that prote ects 
William Shakespeare and Ornella the reunited lovers’. 
da Spiri, his Dark Lady, have 
been sleeping side by sicle here 
for three and 2 half centuries... 


Look. It /ooks like a tiny space ... 
Just large enough for... 


this lead key ... and this folded 


piece of paper. Quick! Translate it! ‘One choice remains for you to 


make, friend of Shakespeare's 
work, for only one of these 
three keys leads to the ultimate 
play. And none, if you choose 
wrong... The answer lies both 
within the Serenissima and the 
playwright’s writings.’ 


We can be in Venice around ten. 
Let’s not waste a minute and 
book tickets on the first flight 


Fi to London right away! | A 
L t 
i Y 
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..assuming the contents of that phial are still 
active after more than three centuries... 


Let's not take any chances. 


a OP 
ra 
THE ROAD, MORTIMER AND CHAMBER WITH THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE. 
ELIZABETH HAVE GONE BACK 
TO THE ENTRANCE TO VENICE, Well! We're now facing the last problem: 
WHERE SALMAN HAS BEEN choosing the right key. The one that wil/ 
WAITING TO TAKE THEM TO disarm the clestructive mechanism... 


THE PALAZZO DA SPIRI... 


a: 


W 


We hae time to pondler 
the last riddle during 
the drive back. And if 
the answer to it ‘les both 
within the Serenissima 
and the playwright's 
writings’, we thought 
thet... 


Pi 


4 


Then you would choose ... the lead 


Exactly! And remember the plot. key of course! 


Of course! For a friend of 
/n ordler to win Portia’s hand in 


Shakespeare's work’, the most 


emblematic play ‘within the 
Serenissima’ is without 2 cloubt 
The Merchant of Venice. 


marriage, es per the terms of 
her father's will, Bassanio must 
choose between the gold, silver 


and lead caskets. What if the 
three keys of your ancestor's 
riddle ave likened to the three 
caskets...? 


It’s working. And! now es 
the other lock. = - = DESPITE ALL THE CARE THE 
soo MARQUIS PUTS INTO REMOVING 
THE GLASS TUBE, THE DUMMY’S 
HAND COMES OFF ... REVEALING 
HUMAN BONES. 


Sento crelo!* 


*GOOD HEAVENS! 


That’s right. When 
he speaks of ‘sweet 
Cantare//a’ in his text, 
he’s not allucting to a 
woman, but... 


So this is how he disappeared. Thanks to his 
clever mechanism, he walled himself in, then 
locked himself inside this cage, strapped 
himself to the chair ... and took poison. 


wlt's my 
ree = } ‘€ to 2 poison by the same 
ds im : \ name. By the end of the 
¥ | 4 15% century, the use of 
deadly poisons, especially 
cantarella, hacl become a 
sort of art in Venice... 


But ... clon’t you think that your : 2 
ancestor, a Catholic, would have 4 Elizabeth’ bi One thing at 2 time — the most 
wanted to be buried with his hha os he ala It cloes appear to be the urgent being to return to Lonalon 

Jy? eviclence that we outline of an unpublished ah smpalrnaie Ai . 
pe were hoping for? play in three acts, called a bpd Lape ee 
; Love end Other Ambitions eee “e is 26 os a fe i. es 
“d yi i" hisses ven! pee rid gre in Elizabethan cs . 

at if It hadn't been for tha: Nish. But it's only signed 
earthquake, his friends would have eh or Spare) eon 
found his body on that evening of W./ dlon’t know if that will 
1632, and could have given hima constitute sufficient proof 
proper Christian burial ... which with regard to Lupus Sane 


/ will co promptly myself. field's will... 


/1/ take you to the airport 
with Salman. Avanti! 


OK, | just checked. The next flight will be 7; af ( 
lnchig intwo hours eet one they to do, all that’s left is for me to wish you good /uck! 


= : can take If they want to have a chance of 
“af | making it to the lawyer's on time. We've got 
NS .4 = ; 


«OUR FRIENDS ARE EAGERLY EXPECTED. 
MEANWHILE, lie RE EAGER E 
IN LONDON... i 
L Well, gentlemen, since everyone knows what they have 


time to wet our whistles. 


Good idea! 
\ [3 | Beup 


Wi 


Do a 


tise 


ss, sith... Anythi> ‘a/ DAVID HONEYCHURCH, WHOM 
ITS. ALMOST 4 P.M. WHEN. en nything special to MORDNER HAS PECOCNISED, 


THE FLIGHT FROM VENICE 
ON, : Nothin A BLACK BRIEFCASE THAT 
: [OMIT specish 1S IDENTICAL TO THE 
PROFESSORS. 


el LSS 
Excellent. In that case, 
welcome to the United 
Kingelom. 


‘Ai 
SS ois 


MIS5's cab is waiting for you outside fa 
paar h- 


/th 
as agreed. The driver is wearing a 
pte Good! luck, Profan’ | tal | eet a | 


a. 


mL 


He ha! It looks like you lost the 
game to an ‘uneducated hench- 
man’, Professor. Still, you're kindla 
lucky. / wasn't ordlered to get rid 
of you today. 


Delighted to hear it, 
Mr Sharkey. | suppose 
this is what you want?... 


What dla | te// you?! 
$M eee 
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SHARKEY GETS BACK IN THE Hello, Captain?... Yes. You were right... They must be 
FORD, WHICH HURTLES OFF. | very excited about their success because 
| they've thrown al/ caution to the wind. 
My colleagues will follow them discreetly. | / : = They just stopped right in front of the 
| /n the meantime, I'm taking you to the i fi Ie D Oxford Lodge... 
hospital where Mr Bridges, the solicitor, 
| /s waiting for you. Honeychurch shoule! 
have already brought him the original 
cfocuments. 


: Ke ‘endlall here... Yes, 
is going as planned... 


Be careful, Kendall, and wait Right, | must leave you. We've 
for reinforcements before arrived at Lord Sandfield's. 
moving in.|'ve clealt with those [t's time to put our other biral 
ruffians enough to know that in his cage... 

they will stop at nothing. 


We only have 2 few 
minutes left. | don’t 
want to take any more 
chances! 


| Ab! | see that David's given you the ] 
original clocuments. Have you had 
time to read them? 


Well, sir? Are the 
alocuments actmissible? 
We're sti// on time, 
aren't we? 


Don’t worry, miss. 1’m 
acknowledging that the 
cfocuments were indleed! 
handled to me before 
the dleadlline, That said, 
/ still have to check 
whether they can be 
consiclered inclisputable 
proof before | can pro- 
ceed with executing 
Lord Sanclfield's will. 


pte ter sor Our investigation of Countess ..and/a prominent member of 
/ just spoke to Inspector Kendall, police. There Is little oe ci — Chatham peveuled the Oxford Lodge, bastion of 
Lord Sandfield. The thieves acted! doubt that the theft Bat se Bias Foe Abigail De the anti-Stratfc oralians. It was 
as expected T) hey completely missed! wes orclered by Sir Vere; ae saucers tnoliaey she who infe formed Sir Walter 
the switchin 4 hove cane at the Walter of Oxford. penniless clescenclant of thre of this entive business, andl it 
‘ ow. iA army epuiy. war original Earls of Oxford... was the latter who hired the 
wai Ore f yoeeay bandlits to retrieve the clocu- 
playing customs officer... H ments. You can rest assured that 
we will obtain their confessions. 


(nating 
| 


, 


The original documents should Very good, Captain. What And now I! bid you farewell, 
currently be in the hands of must happen will happen. A Lord Sandfield. Don’t get up; 
Mr Bridges the solicitor, who's i / know the way out. 

still undler close protection at the 7 ‘ 

hospital. They hae ered = by 

the nick of time, thus respectin k 5 a 5 
the conditions of lane ese A Thank you again for informing 
Sancifield’s will 1 wanted to let HH -t-43 a yourself, Captain. Gooclbye. 


you know iin person. 


Sorry, but I’m not leaving TE 
. end! I’m going to explain 
why... , = E) 


[ 


BI Oscar?! What...? Where 
did you come from? 


Rep 


= 
rad. 


| 


i 
XI 


it 


| 


The old servants’ passagewaysare ¥ . | After all, it’s not m ; [ Don’t bother. I’m going 
| still quite handy for observing ae! springs a4 Mor — ‘ding es if you and nae to have to curtail this 


your visitors and listening to € father allowed the conversation... 
your conversations... certain tasks unworthy of A family fortune to go 


our rank. Relieving your ‘ oH? 
gentry friends of Yoeie B  apinemene, eo 
Who is that fellow? What's he (5 belongings, for example... How dl My Lath m (— 
hing with that walking stick? So Re aera paaellag 4 father t S| 
| Zs 


it was you who kept plundering wesn't responsible for 


the family's cane collection? the wars that... 
Sorry & a 


..and let Dickie break in throug 
the window... 


Well, | signed that 
..before accidentally killing > . eocument! Your plan 
you during a burglary gone Insane? Not in the leas % .Oh yes./ know everything. has failed, Oscar! 

wrong. We have /ess than ten dear Father. Rather, it's Including the fact that said 
minutes left... you who he ve Jost al/ testament /s only valid if the 
reason — sacrificing this cocuments make it to that 
family’s future to a century- solicitor Bridges before the 
old testament, toa stupial ceadlline ... and also on con- 
Kill me?! But... You're even question of honour. dlition that the last licing heir 
more insane then | thought! BS  tothat fool Lupus Sandfield 
agrees to maintain the bequest! 


Jn a minute youll be dead. In the B a | 


: ist 
eyes of the /aw, | will immediately eg ak oho pes ne 
become the last heir... And it’s not nolcaha, vy 

yet five o'clock, and I didn’t sign ‘ 3. 

anything, and that money will be Hurry up, Dickie. This 
legally mine! | /s getting tiresome... 


phssseeb poeor il 


oy 


Forgive my fake exit earlier, Lord Sandfield. But it wes in your 
interest, as I’m sure you'l/ agree. 


Hn en 
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THAT SAME EVENING, SEVERAL 
NEWLY ACCUSED CRIM/NALS 
ARRIVE AT WANDSWORTH PRISON 
TO AWAIT THEIR TRIALS... 


TWO DAYS LATER. IT'S TEATIME 
AT SARAH SUMMERTOWN'S. 


ee. 


| ...Having discovered that Lora Sand- 
| field happened to live in the very 
|| ‘street where that Teddy boy | chased 
ht a// through Hyde Park pf vanished 
| the other night, | surmised that there 
'| was en interesting coincidlence there. 


CAUSING QUITE A STIR AMONG THE INMATES. 


/ remembered that 
Mr Bridges hac! com- 
mented! on Lord! Sand- 
fleld's son being if 
ficult to handle’, and 
cecicled to place the 
house under aliscreet 
surveillance. 


ara 


LY 


Tr 


i 


WV 


Rereading Lupus Sand- 
frelel’s will, | realised that 
once Oscar learnt of 
the cance/lation clause, 
head have no choice, if 
he wanted to keep his 
inheritance ... but to 
eliminate his father. 


« 


All | had to do was ‘accidentally’ let 
him know while informing his father, 
then walt for him to make his move... 


While Sharkey and Freddy were 
leading Kendall straight to Sir 
Walter of Oxford with what they 
thought were the precious docu- 
ments. Brilliant! 
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.by the clevil! Who's going to 


pay me?! And who's going to 


That's how my men dliscovered 
that young Oscar Sandfield 
was nothing but 2 gang boss. 
He spied on his father and 
the gentry friends that would 


wsit him... 


Thanks to you and! your police 
counterparts, Captain, all of 
those villains were unmasked 
and caught in a single operation! 
That's impressive! 


help me escape?! 


.dn order to give his Teds 
tips on what meetings those 
rich and ageing men—in 
other words, easy targets 
—were holeling around Hyde 
Park, the hunting grounds 
of those rogues. 


Saved! might 
be 2 bit of an 
exaggeration... 


And thanks to you, Professor, 
we saved Shakespeare's last 


play! 


Don’t forget that the 
document we found in 

the shrivelled hands of 
Guglielmo da Spiri only 
bears the initials W and 
G as a signature. It wes 
therefore judged non- 
admissible by Mr Bridges, 
according to the terms 
of Lord Lupus Sand- 

flelel’s willl 


| forgot to mention: the marquis 
told us that the ‘acid phial’ was 
in fact filled with nothing but 
water, and that any of the three 
keys could have opened the 
chor of the cage. The supposed 
destruction mechanism wes noth- 
ing but an illusion intencled to spice 
up Guglielmo da Spiri's treasure 
hunt and stimulate his friends’ 
cogitative skills. 


/t wes merely a synopsis of 
the last story written by 
Willem and Guglielmo, Love 
end Other Ambitions. The 
text was waiting to be fleshed 
out in Shakespeare fashion’. 
But the fact remains that 
the ‘literary testament of 
a i Wilham S'1s quite 
real. 


All's well that ends we//, 
then. As we're still missing 
definitive proof, the only 
guestion that will remain 
in the public's mind will 
be... ‘to be or not to be... 
Shakespeare?’ 


It's such a pity that Father 
never met him. |'m sure they 
would have got along famously. 


Elizabeth i's right to under- 
line the importance of your 
discovery. Who cares about 
the money? Knowing the 
truth about the dual origin 
of Shakespeare's works isan 
immense satisfaction in itself. 


OUR TWO FRIENDS HAVE TAKEN 
THEIR LEAVE OF THE/R HOSTS. 


| hope you're not too 
disappointed, Mother? 


Absolutely 


not, my Lizzie. 


You're right, my dear. 
I'm sure too. 


Besides, as a perfect 
gentleman and man of 
honour, Lord Sandlfield 
insisted! on clonating part 
of the money he’s just 
recovered to the William 
Shakespeare Defendlers’ 
Society. 


We've unearthed an unparalleled 
historical truth. It cloesn’t matter 
if it’s not madle public knowledge. 
Mostly, I’m delighted that this 
whole adlventure gave you a chance 
to meet my old friend 

Philip. 


Yves Sente 


Madeleine de Mille 
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THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER 
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THE YELLOW “M” 
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13-The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver Part 1 15-The Secret of the Swordfish Part 1 


14-The Curse of the 30 Pieces of Silver Part 2 
VAN HAW STERNE DE VAN HAMME - AUBIN . SCHREDER EDGAR P JACOBS 


11-The Gondwana Shrine 12-Atlantis Mystery 
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16-The Secret of the Swordfish Part 2 17-The Secret of the Swordfish Part 3 18-The Oath of the Five Lords 19-TheTime Trap 20-The Septimus Wave 
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20-Plutarch's Staff 22-Professor Sato's Three Formulae 23-Professor Sato's Three Formulae 24-The Testament of William S. 
SENTE - JUILLARD art art SENTE - JUILLARD 
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THE OATH OF THE FIVE LORDS 


Yves Sente André Juillard 


Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


1919. Colonel Lawrence — Lawrence of 
Arabia — has an unpleasant meeting with an 
MI5 agent who confiscates his manuscript of 
The Seven Pillars of Wisdom. 35 years later, 
Oxford is shocked by aseries of burglaries at 
the Ashmolean Museum, at the same time 
as Blake learns of the death of an old friend. 
The captain begins an investigation, while 
Mortimer looks into the thefts... But what 
dark connection does all of this have with 
Lawrence and Blake’s own past? 


© Editions Blake & Mortimer / Studio Jacobs (Dargaud-Lombard s.a.) - Sente & Juillard 


André Juillard is a celebrated artist with a career spanning more than 
35 years. He has worked on famous series such as “Les Sept Vies de 
L'Epervier” and “Masquerouge.” In 1996, he was awarded the Grand 
Prix at the Angouléme festival. 
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Yves Sente began writing scripts in 1999. He has already acquired 
considerable clout, being chosen as successor to Jean Van Hamme 
for the series “Thorgal” (with Grzegorz Rosinski) and “XIII” 
(with louri Jigounov), and working with Jean Van Hamme on 
“Blake & Mortimer.” 


© E. Charneux / Dargaud 
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HAVING RUN TOTHE FRONT DESK, 
THE CAPTAIN REQUESTS A CALL BE 
PLACED TOTHE NUMBER PROFESSOR 
MORTIMER GAVE HIM... 


A MINUTE LATER, THE PHONE RINGS 
INTHE BUTLER’S OF FICE OF LORD 
RATHMORE’S RESIDENCE, AT THE 
HEIGHTS OF HIGH WYCOMBE. 


Driiiiing! 
Driiiiing! 


/ beg you, try to make Lord Rathmore come 
back to the house. With or without Lord 
Devlin. But clon't leave him alone until | get 
there, do you understand?... Perfect... 
/'m counting on you. 


Philip, listen to me ... | don’t have time to 
exp/ain anything at the moment. Just one 
thing most likely there'// be other thefts at 
the Ashmolean, but | con't know what items 
will be targeted. Make sure surveillance is 
increased at the museum until | arrive. 1’// 
call you back as soon as | can. See you soon! 


I'm sorry, sir. His 
Lordship is out... 
Sorry, sir, but I’m 
not authorised to 
tell you... / beg your 
pardon?! 


For the /ast time, for 
heaven's sake! 1’m 
Captain Blake of MIS. 
This is an of ficial call. 
It’s a question of life 
and death for Lord 
Rathmore. | must know 
where he Is — and 


Hop in, Daviel! 1’// give you a rough 
outline of the case during the 
half-hour you have to get us to 
High Wycombe! 


THE OATH OF THE FIVELORDS 


/ don’t went to impose on you, miss, but 
could you place another ca// for me? 
It’s a matter of life and death! 


Ahem... In that case... His Lordship 
Joined Lord Devlin for a spot of 
hunting... Yes ...in the woods between 
their estates... What was that? Their 
old dispute? Hmm... After Lord 
Pickwick’s funeral, | was led to believe 
that my master realised we all trave/ 
closer to the clay when it becomes too 
ate to work out our differences... 


SSE ISMN NSE N 


IMMEDIATELY, THE CAPTAIN’S DEPUTY. 
LAUNCHES H/S VEHICLE ON THE 20 MILES 
OF SNOW-COVERED ROADS THAT WILL 
TAKE THEMTOTHE OTHER SIDE OF 


PLUTARCH’S STAFF 


Yves Sente André Juillard 


Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


BLAKE AND MORTIMER MUST HELP END A WAR... 
TO PREPARE FOR THE NEXT ONE. 
OUR TWO HEROES’ FIRST MISSION TOGETHER. 


THE ADVENTURES OF BLAKE & MORTIMER 
Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


YVES SENTE © ANDRE JUILLARD 


© 2014 - Editions Blake & Mortimer / Studio Jacobs (Dargaud-Lombard s.a.) 


1944. England is still locked in a struggle to the death with Nazi 
Germany. But already a new threat looms among the peaks of 
the Himalayas. For now, though, Squadron Leader Blake, having 
saved London from a German prototype, is assigned to a top 
secret mission, during which he meets with an old friend he hasn’t 
seen since India: Philip Mortimer. Soon, the pair are introduced to 
an officer working for Allied Intelligence: Colonel Olrik... 


IN THIS SPRING OF 1944, THE PERMANENT H/GH-ALERT STATUS ON BOARD THE BRITISH 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER /N7REP/O IS A CONSTANT REMINDER TO THE ROYAL NAVY'S SA/LORS 
AND PILOTS THAT A MERCILESS WAR IS ST/LL ENGULFING THE WORLD. 


ON THE BRIDGE, CAPTAIN HAMILTON IS V The men are particularly earnest, Captain. It 1s im tive that we dest: 
a : perative that we destroy 
RECEIVING THE LATEST MISSION REPORT FROM The fanminent prospect oan Allied lenchong those killers if we want our troop 
QUADRON LEADER FRANCIS BLAKE, RAF. carriers to have a chance of reaching 


“our fellows have done great 
Hel EW = 


in very hanaly... 


in France has seen to that! 
Three submarines sunk! Youand ¥ the continent. And to do that, that 
i r | new American towed sonar will come 
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An American sonar? ; That state-of-the-art equipment Is to be dlis- Captain! Urgent PRESSE Le 
emer: creetly clelivered to us out at sea by 2 Senegalese the Cabinet War Rooms! 

It's top secret. Our allies have come fishing boat, the Diourbes As soon as it enters 
up with a very low-frequency sound the U-boats’ hunting grounds, your squadron 
detector of previously unthinkable will be in charge of its safety. 
sensitivity. It should help us better 
detect underwater targets whose 
coordinates we can then forward 
to your fighter-bombers. 


PLUTARCH’S STAFF 


THE SARCOPHAGI OF THE SIXTH CONTINENT 


Based on the characters of EDGAR P. JACOBS 


The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent Part 2 


The Sarcophagi of the Sixth Continent Part 1 


PROFESSOR MORTIMER’S PAST IN INDIA 
IS ABOUT TO CATCH UP WITH HIM... IN 
ANTARCTICA! 


Philip Mortimer spent his youth in the land of the Maharajas. He 
loves India, but his last visit there did not end well. Now, many 
years later, the famous Professor Mortimer is in charge of the 
British pavilion at the Brussels Universal Exposition. When strange 
phenomena begin disrupting preparations, Mortimer and his friend 
Blake set off on a trail that will take them to the sixth continent — to 
confront an old and unexpected enemy. 


FEBRUARY 1958. SIMLA, THE FORMER SUMMER 
CAPITAL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITISH INDIA, STANDS 
WITNESS TO A COLONIAL PAST THAT ITS INHABITANTS 
ARE STILL TRYING TO FORGET. IT SEEMS TO REAR UP ON 
THE FOOTHILLS OF THE H/MALAYAS, AS IF BETTER TO 
DEFY THE NEW SNOWS THAT ASSAIL IT. 


.. THAT ISNT ESCAPING NOTICE DESPITE THE LATE HOUR. 


al |) 


Do you see this, Lieutenant? Half of Indias 
Maharajas must be gathered here!? & 


Our intelligence agents were not mistaken... This /l’m ready, tieutenant: Yi 
gathering is quite ominous. It’s urgent we go have WR Trust me: |’// bring back 
2 /ook at what's happening behind these walls! all the information Ww 

need. } 


You can go, my boy. But clo 
be carafe “ 


THE SARCOPHAGI OF THE SIXTH CONTINENT -Part1 


Edgard Félix Pierre Jacobs (1904-1987), better known under his 
penname Edgar P. Jacobs, was a comic book creator (writer and 
artist), bornin Brussels, Belgium. It has been said of Jacobs that 
he didn’t remember a time when he hadn’t drawn. 


Jacobs assisted fellow Belgian Hergé (Georges Prosper Remi) in 
the recasting of Hergé’s Tintin in the Congo, Tintin in America, 
King Ottokar’s Sceptre and The Blue Lotus for book publication. 
Healso contributed directly to both the drawing and storylines 
for the Tintin double-albums The Secret of the Unicorn/Red 
Rackham’s Treasure and The Seven Crystal Balls/Prisoners of 
the Sun. 


When the comics magazine Tintin was launched on 26" 
September 1946, itincluded Jacobs’ story Le secretdel’Espadon 
(The Secret of the Swordfish). This story would be the first in the 
Blake and Mortimerseries. 


The characters of Captain Francis Blake, dashing head of MI5, 
his friend Professor Philip Mortimer, a nuclear physicist, and 
their sworn enemy Colonel Olrik became legendary heroes of the 
9th art in the long-running series. 


After Jacobs’ death in 1987, Bob de Moor completed his 
unfinished last story. In the mid-1990s, the series was continued 
by the Jacobs Studios with new teams of writers and artists. 


ORIGINAL FRENCH EDITION 


1950 | Lesecretdel’Espadon, T1 


1962 | Le piége diabolique 

1967 | Vaffaire du collier 

1971 | Lestrois formules du professeur Sato, T1 
Li 


es trois formules du professeur Sato, T2 
Jacobs/De Moor 
Laffaire Francis Blake (Van Hamme/Benoit) 


Lamachination Voronov(Sente/Juillard 
[ 


2001 | L’étrange rendez-vous (Van Hamme/Benoit) 


(Sente/Juillard) 
2004 | Les sarcophages du Sixiéme Continent, T2 
Sente/Juillard 
008 | Le sanctuaire du Gondwana (Sente/Juillard 
2009 |Lamalédictiondes30 deniers, T1 
(Van Hamme/Sterne/De Spiegeleer) 
2010 | La malédictiondes 30 deniers, 12 
Van Hamme/Aubin) 


Llonde Septimus (Dufaux/Aubin/Schreéder) 


Le baton de Plutarque(Sente/Juillard 
2016 | Le Testamentde William S. (Sente/Juillard) 
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E.P.SACOBS 


CINEBOOK EDITION 


13 

The Secretofthe Swordfish, Part2 

013 

The Mystery ofthe GreatPyramid, Part1 

The Mystery ofthe Great Pyramid, Part2 

The Yellow “M" 

Atlantis Myster: 

S.0.S. Meteors 

The Time Trap 
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016 | Professor Satos Three Formulae, Part2 
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The Francis Blake Affair 
The VoronovPlot 
The Strange Encounter 


2011 | The Sarcophagi ofthe Sixth Continent, Part1 
2011 | The Sarcophagi ofthe Sixth Continent, Part2 


The Gondwana Shrine 


2012 | The Curse ofthe 30 Pieces of Silver, Part 1 


2012 | The Curse ofthe 30 Pieces of Silver, Part2 


The Oath of the Five Lords 


The Septimus Wave 
015 | Plutarch’s Staff 
2016 | The Testament of William S. 
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